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This book is dedicated to the people and achievements of all those 

who have contributed to the International Association of Physical 

Education and Sport for Girls and Women over the last 70 years. 

It was prepared for the occasion of the 70
th

 anniversary 

conference in Madrid, 10
th

 ï 13
th

 July 2019.   

Part one of óContinuing to Honour the Legacy of IAPESGW 1999 - 

2019ô provides the core text of the many people, events, activities and 

outcomes of the Associations of the last twenty years.  It continues 

from the 1999 book by Ann Hall and Gertrud Pfister óHonoring the 

Legacy - the first fifty years, 1949 ï 1999ô that was produced for the 

50
th
 Anniversary celebrations at Smith College, USA. Part one is 

complemented by part two - a photographic chronology of IAPESGW 

events and people 1999 ï 2019. 

I am grateful to my friends and colleagues who have helped to provide 

material for this book. This book celebrates the last twenty years of 70 

years voluntary work by IAPESGW colleagues around the world.  

     

  By Tansin Benn (UK)  

  Honorary Life M ember 

   President 2009 ï 2013 

               Executive Board member 2005 ï 2017 
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CHAPTER ONE 

The International Association of Physical Education and Sport for Girls 

and Women ï Continuing to Honour the Legacy 1999 ï 2019 

1.1. Introduction 

It has been an honour to lead on this 20 year history of the International Association of 

Physical Education for Girls and Women (IAPESGW) from 1999 to 2019 and to share the 

publication for the first time at the 70
th
 Anniversary conference in Madrid, Spain. The book 

includes a synopsis of people, places, events and achievements gathered over the last twenty 

years as an overview of continuing voluntary efforts by so many visionary and capable 

women. There are contributions from many colleagues around the world in this volume and I 

am indebted to all those who took the time to be part of this special tribute.  

In order to produce this book I have used personal archive materials as an executive board 

member from 2005 ï 2017 and president 2009 ï 2013, (most of these are already deposited 

with the óWomen and Sportô archive, University of Chichester UK) and the materials and 

correspondence from IAPESGW colleagues and friends from every continent. Thanks to this 

extensive network I have been able to locate information, and gather international 

contributions. Together this history records a picture of ongoing international collaboration in 

research, policy, advocacy and publishing which reflects the contribution of IAPESGWôs 

volunteers to girls and women in physical education, sport, dance and physical activity, 

across the last twenty years. The 70
th
 Anniversary of IAPESGW gives us an opportunity to 

reflect on these achievements.     

         Tansin Benn  

Book structure 

The book is arranged in 7 chapters. Chapter one outlines the content and addresses the 

history, aim, mission and values of IAPESGW. An overview of the two previous IAPESGW 

historical books is offered, óIAPESGW Book of Honourô and óHonoring the Legacy - 50 

years of IAPESGWô (1949 ï 1999). We should not forget the shoulders on which we stand in 

this current history.  

Chapter two provides biographies of the four presidents of the last twenty years: Margaret 

Talbot, UK, (1999 ï 2005), Darlene Kluka, USA, (2005 ï 2009), Tansin Benn, UK, (2009 ï 

2013) and Rosa Lopez de DôAmico, Venezuela, (2013 ï 2017, 2017 -  ongoing).   

Chapter three outlines some of the Associationsô activities and achievements, from the last 

twenty years in each quadrennial period.   

Chapter four  captures the Quadrennial Congress events of the last twenty years: Alexandria, 

Egypt in 2001; Edmonton, Canada 2005; Stellenbosch, South Africa 2009; Havana, Cuba 

2013 and Miami, USA 2017. With the use of Bulletins, Newsletters, documentation and 

contributions from key people, it has been possible to gather important information on each 

event.  
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Chapter five highlights some major recent achievements in research and publications, 

managed by IAPESGW, that have left a legacy of the life experiences of women across the 

world in physical education, sport and dance.  

1) The 2008 Oman project with IAPESGW and Sultan Qaboos University, Muscat, led to 

many outcomes, notably the declaration óAccept and Respectô and the Routledge published 

book óMuslim Women and Sportô (2011) Benn, Pfister & Jawad (eds).  

2) The Five Continents Series óInspirational Women: making a Difference in physical 

education, Sport and Danceô, was published in 2016 as a result of a special research centre 

project in Brazil. IAPESGW members volunteered as editors to gather contributions that 

totalled 161 authors from 59 countries and territories. This was a remarkable achievement in 

a short timeframe, headed by Professor Eliana Ferreira of Juiz de Fora University, Brazil.  

3) Another two year project also came to fruition in 2016 in another Routledge published 

book óWomen and Sport in Latin Americaô, Lopez de DôAmico, Benn & Pfister (eds), which 

profiled lives of women from ten countries across North, Central and South America, the 

indigenous peoples, and diaspora experiences of Latin American women in Spain and in the 

USA.  

4) In addition to increasing the visibility of women through such publications, the people of 

IAPESGW also contributed to research and specific projects with the International 

Committee of Sport Pedagogy (ICSP), a working group of the International Council of Sport 

Science and Physical Education (ICSSPE). Examples here are from physical education - the 

óGlobal Voicesô and óQuality Physical Educationô studies which contributed to UNESCOôs 

Quality Physical Education publication, and an ICSSPE / ICSP related project in Madagascar.   

Chapter six addresses the origins and developments of the three women and sport groups. 

IAPESGW, WomenSport International (WSI), and the International Working Group for 

Women and Sport (IWG). We are working for shared values in complementary ways, making 

a difference for women and girls internationally. Having three groups with similar missions 

has raised confusion so this chapter focuses on analyses of early events that have brought us 

to where we are today.  

Chapter seven brings reflections, contributions and tributes volunteered from across 

international organisations and individuals about their collaborations and histories with 

IAPESGW. Contributions include from ICSSPE and ICSP members - AIESEP, FIEP, IFAPA 

and ISCPES. There are additional individual contributions from other contributors across all 

continents including Australia, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Brazil, China, Costa Rica, Israel, Iran, 

Morocco, Switzerland, Turkey, and the UK.    
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1.2 IAPESGW ï the Association 

IAPESGW started in 1949 and has held successful quadrennial Congress events alongside 

regional events, research, publications and international influence across 70 years. Most 

importantly it has been a catalyst for international collaboration, for supporting girls and 

women as participants, teachers and researchers in all aspects of physical activity including 

dance, physical education and sport. In joining the Association every member has already 

made an important decision to look outwards, beyond everyday situations, to the wider 

international networks and collaborations that can bring a powerful platform for knowledge 

exchange, inspiration, opportunity, leadership and mutual support.  It has members on every 

continent and provides an association to promote the interests of girls and women at all 

levels.  

Our Vision:  

Throughout the world, girls and women will benefit from participation in physical education, 

sport, physical activity, and dance; improved health through physical activity for all; 

scientifically-based information; and quality education. Ultimately, throughout the world, 

girls and women will be empowered through physical activity to enjoy a balanced and 

healthy lifestyle, achieve a sense of value and well-being, and make a positive contribution to 

society. 

Our Mission:  

The mission of IAPESGW is to facilitate growth and development in the areas of physical 

education, sport, physical activity and dance through global contacts and networks; provide 

educational and professional experiences, including research opportunities, to support 

evidence based advocacy and leadership development; and provide educational and 

professional experiences in and through leadership development.  

Our Values: 

IAPESGW is premised on the belief that all girls and women should have access and 

opportunity to develop and sustain their potential; the Association stands as a network of 

voices for the support of girls and women, improving their position at local, national and 

global levels. 

 

Aims 

 

1. To bring together interested scholars and practitioners of many countries working to  

 improve the position of girls and women in the fields of physical education, dance, sport     

and physical activity. 

2. To represent the interests of girls and women at all levels and in all areas of physical 

education, sport, dance and physical activity. 

3. To strengthen international contacts and networks. 

4. To afford opportunities for the discussion of mutual challenges and to share good practice. 

5. To promote exchanges of persons and ideas among countries. 

6. To promote research on physical education, sport, dance and physical activity for girls and  

women. 

7. To co-operate with other associations and agencies working to promote the interests of  
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girls and women in physical education, sport, dance and physical activity. 

8. To promote leadership development throughout the world. 

This book outlines some ways in which IAPESGW has taken action in line with its values, 

mission and aims over the last twenty years, most notably through bringing people together 

for conferences, decision-making, lobbying, collaborations in research and publications for 

the benefit of girlsô and womenôs participation in physical activity internationally.  

A family of networks 

As a member organisation of the International Council for Sport Sciences and Physical 

Education (ICSSPE), IAPESGW helps to construct international policy and aid work in sport 

and physical education. This has been particularly successful through ICSSPEôs Working 

Group ï the International Committee of Sport Pedagogy (ICSP) which has enabled 

IAPESGW members to research alongside participants from other international associations 

concerned with pedagogy, sport and physical education. It is also significant that members of 

IAPESGW have been elected to the Executive committee of ICSSPE in diverse roles in the 

last twenty years including: Margaret Talbot (President of IAPESGW 1997 ï 2005 and 

President of ICSSPE 2008 ï until her death in 2014), Tansin Benn, Rosa Lopez de DôAmico, 

Maria Dinold, Anneliese Goslin, Susi Kathi Jost and Darlene Kluka.  

IAPESGW also has one representative on the International Working Group on Women and 

Sport (IWG), and IAPESGW members have attended all 7 of the IWG quadrennial 

conferences: Brighton, England 1994; Windhoek, Namibia 1998; Montreal, Canada 2002; 

Kumomoto, Japan 2006; Sydney, Australia 2010; Helsinki, Finland 2014; Gaborone, 

Botswana 2018. We have partnered with Womensport International (WSI) in different 

international events and all three groups work in complementary ways for a common cause as 

discussed more fully in chapter 6.    

1.3 IAPESGW Quadrennial Congress Events 

1. 1949 ï Copenhagen, Denmark 10. 1985 ï Warwick, England 

2. 1954 ï Paris, France 11. 1989 ï Bali, Indonesia 

3. 1957 ï London, England 12. 1993 ï Melbourne, Australia 

4. 1961 ï Washington, DC, USA 13. 1997 -  Lahti, Finland 

5. 1965 ï K ln, Germany 14. 2001 -  Alexandria - Egypt 

6. 1969 ï Tokyo, Japan 15. 2005 ï Edmonton, Canada 

7. 1973 ï Tehran, Iran 16. 2009 ï Stellenbosch, South Africa 

8. 1977 ï Cape Town, South Africa 17. 2013 - Havana, Cuba 

9. 1981 ï Buenos Aires, Argentina 18. 2017 - Miami, USA 

 19. 2021 ï Tokyo, Japan 

Regional IAPESGW have happened since 2013:  

2014-Ankara, Turkey;  

2015-Teheran, Iran; 

2018-Varadero, Cuba;  

2019-Madrid, Spain. 
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1.4 Previous Publications about IAPESGW 

The first 50 years ï 1949 ï 1999 

This óIAPESGW 1999 ï 2019ô publication follows two previous books that collate lives and 

histories of the Association. We are indebted to the authors of those books for the memories 

they enable us to retain and the connections they make to the visions and achievements of our 

predecessors. There are inevitable omissions along the way but that does not detract from the 

effort of trying to protect a legacy of IAPESGW through the power of the written and visual 

histories we can collect.  

Out of respect for the authors, lives and events captured in the previous publications, they are 

outlined here to give a flavour of their content. 

1. óIAPESGW Book of Honourô, edited by Audrey Bambra and Julika Ullman (No date) 

This book tells us of the lives of key women in the early years of the Association.  It was 

dedicated to honouring the memory of outstanding women who had helped to develop óéthe 

hopes and ideas, the projects and implementations of IAPESGW from its beginningséô  

The women profiled in the book included the visionary founder Dorothy Sears Ainsworth 

(1894 ï 1976) from the USA, the influence of Smith College, Massachusetts; Phyllis Colson 

(1904 ï 1972), UK, who organized the third IAPESGW Congress in London in 1957; 

Liselott Diem, 1906 ï 1992 (Germany), IAPESGW member from 1953 ï 1992, President of 

IAPESGW 1965 ï 1981 and Congress Chair in 1977 and 1981; Elly Friedmann  (1912 ï 

1988), born in Germany moved to Israel in 1935, IAPESGW member from 1965 to 1988, 

executive Board member 1969 ï 1981. Elly organized the Jerusalem workshop that preceded 

the 7
th
 Congress in Tehran, Iran in 1973. As a young UK student demonstrator of gymnastics 

and dance in Tehran, the author of this book, Tansin Benn, was privileged to meet Elly 

Friedmann, to attend this workshop in 1973 and experience IAPESGW friendships in a 

positive, exciting, informative and memorable way. 230 members of IAPESGW attended the 

workshop in Israel prior to the Congress in Iran that year.  

Other women in the book included Eunice Gill, (1918 ï 1987) Australia, IAPESGW member 

from 1961 to 1986 and member of the Executive Board; Helen Hazelton, (1894 ï 1990), 

USA, IAPESGW member from 1949 ï 1990, presiding officer for the first international 

congress in Denmark in 1949 and member of the executive board 1949 ï 1969; Evelyn 

Lockman (1909 ï 1991), USA, IAPESGW member from 1965 ï 1991, attending all 

Congressôs in this period; Llisa Orko , (1902 ï 1987), Finland, member of the IAPESGW 

Executive Board 1968 ï 1981, Chair of the 7
th
 Congress in Tehran; Muriel Sloan, (1925 ï 

1995) USA, IAPESGW member from 1961, Executive Board member from 1985, serving as 

Vice President when she died; Helena (Hante) Du Toit (1926 ï 1989), South Africa, 

conference secretary for the Cape Town 1977 congress event; Haru Tokura , (1896 ï 1968) 

ï Japan, helped to found JAPEW in 1954 after attending the second IAPESGW congress in 

Paris in 1953, IAPESGW member from 1953 ï 1968, dying just before she could see her 

dream of the 6
th
 IAPESGW Congress in Tokyo in 1969; Muriel Webster, (1907 ï 1992), 

UK, IAPESGW member from 1953 ï 1992, chairman in London congress 1957, vice 

president 1957 ï 1973, who led many events including óFolk Dance Internationalô in Cape 

Town; Mette Winkler , (1919 ï 1992), Denmark, IAPESGW member 1957 ï 1992, served as 
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secretary-treasurer 1944 ï 1989 and on the constitution sub-committee 1977 ï 1979, she 

attended all Congress events 1965 (Germany) ï 1989 (Bali).  

On reading the tributes in this first IAPESGW book there are common traits amongst the 

women. All had been successful in their spheres, for example, of physical education, sport, 

dance and / or community provision, in their respective countries. They were leaders, 

predominantly in teaching and / or higher education, who appreciated the importance of 

networks in furthering understanding and knowledge sharing. All the women had been 

engaged in national subject groups or projects in their own countries. It is interesting that 

many women at this level joined IAPESGW to begin international collaborations, to learn 

from those researching and practicing in other countries, engaging in knowledge exchange at 

quadrennial congress events, enriching lives and building connections through the meeting of 

like minds and strong friendships. At the end of this book you might agree that these traits 

have also been central to IAPESGWôs leaders and members in the last twenty years.  

2. óHonoring the Legacy ï Fifty years of the International Association of Physical 

Education and Sport for Girls and Womenô (1999) by M. Ann Hall and Gertrud Pfister.    

The structure of the second IAPESGW book óHonoring the Legacy 1999ô, written for the 50
th
 

Anniversary in 1999, has inspired this 2019 edition because it captured the congress and 

events in a chronology of the first fifty years, profiled the lives of past presidents, board 

members and award winners and offered some international memoirs. This 1999ï2019 book 

will continue the documenting of people, context and events across the last twenty years.   

In 1999 Hall and Pfister tracked the first 50 year history through the dreams and plans of 

early days. The first conference in Copenhagen in 1949 and the remarkable dialogue between 

Dorothy Ainsworth and Marie Theresa Eyquem who worked in the French Ministry as an 

inspector for youth and sport. This led to the 1953 Paris conference, and the official creation 

of IAPESGW. Already there were tensions between physical education and sport but a strong 

physical education focus remained due to the influence of Ainsworth as the first President. A 

main purpose of the Association was to communicate with other countries and the occasional 

newsletter was published. Despite the challenges of communication and travel in these early 

years the third congress was held at Bedford College, London in 1957 with over 400 

delegates from 65 countries and all information had been sent out in English, French and 

Spanish. A tighter constitution and system of newsletters was established. At the next 

congress in Washington, 1961, all presentations were simultaneously translated into five 

languages ï English, French, Spanish, German and Japanese. As Ainsworth stepped away 

from the Presidency after 12 years, Eyquem took over and unfortunately was too busy with 

Ministerial and high performance sport interests to do justice to her association role or the 

production of newsletters.  

Liselott Diem took over the Presidency and was involved in four Congress events as 

President ï Tokyo (1969), Teheran (1973), Cape Town (1977) and Buenos Aires (1981). 

Bitter conflicts arose during Diemôs long presidency about lack of democracy, a óone womanô 

show and a danger of the association gaining a negative image. Mette Winkler from Denmark 

pushed for clearer and more democratic decision-making, which followed under the 

presidencies of Helene Tollich (1981 ï 1989, Austria) and Patricia Bowen-West (1989 ï 

1997). During the leadership of Bowen-West more competition from other international 

women and sport groups started to spring up and IAPESGW was accused of ówestern-modelô 

thinking and failure to engage politically in emerging public issues such as homosexuality, 
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people with disability and women in non-western countries. Indeed to summarise the ó50 

yearsô conclusions of Hall and Pfister offered these reflections: 

Positives ï 1999 

1. IAPESGW stayed remarkably stable across 50 years. 

2. IAPESGW survived controversy. 

3. Successful conferences and interim regional events proved a constant.  

4. IAPESGW had achieved visibility on the world stage of physical education and sport 

through its own work and as a longstanding member of other international organisations 

such as ICSSPE.  

5. IAPESGWôs leaders have been women of integrity, vision and strength who gained the 

respect of the membership for their hard work and dedication.  

 

Challenges ï 1999 

1. There had been periods of communication breakdowns with the membership in different 

countries.  

2. IAPESGW needed to broaden its view of womanhood. 

3. IAPESGW needed to find a way to engage with other emerging organisations looking for 

more political interaction and public recognition of challenging issues facing some women 

in sport around the world.  

óIt needs to connect with the larger, global womenôs movement, and at the same time, 

it needs to become sensitive to the particular experiences of women especially in the 

developing world.ô (Hall & Pfister 1999, 38).  

Judge for yourself at the end of this book but as someone who has been involved with the 

association, and through extended links with many related networks, over the last twenty 

years, my view is that the actions, commitments and legacies of the last twenty years have 

addressed those major challenges of 1999. Of course other challenges remain as the world is  

a different place in 2019. 

Reflections from 2019   

In 1999 the words of Dorothy Ainsworth from Smith College USA opened óHonoring the 

Legacyô with the following statement: óé never before, to my knowledge, have women met 

as an international group to discuss the problems particular and peculiar to physical education 

for womenô.  In 2019, the first international association still exists and has broadened its 

remit in the ever shifting boundaries debates and interests between people engaged in 

organized physical activity - physical education, dance, óhigh performance sportô and ósport 

for allô. New leadership and board members bring new possibilities. Certainly IAPESGW 

started and retains a strong physical education remit, for example reflected in recent work 

with ICSP and ICSSPE on high quality physical education. Boundaries are more fluid and 

what affects girls and women in the school environment is often mirrored in issues of access 

to participation in related areas such as dance and sport.  In recent years the challenges 

created within these areas include debates about equity for girls and boys, sexual abuse and 

misappropriation of power, globalization and issues such as dress codes in and beyond 

schools that include or exclude girls and women with different cultural needs, inequalities in 

media coverage, sponsorship and remuneration for sportsmen and sportswomen and complex 

issues of sexuality and gender that affect people of all ages. Such issues are part of the 
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shifting context of the physical activity arena and therefore the attention of members in 

IAPESGW.  

Perhaps IAPESGWôs greatest publications successes of recent years have been in 

encouraging and profiling the voices of women from countries traditionally marginalised by 

knowledge makers in the óglobal northô, (see chapter 5). This has enabled greater visibility of 

the experiences of relatively silent women in physical education and sport. As a consequence 

we all continue to seek deeper understanding of each other. The question of óhowô that is 

done must underpin any international work ï how to collaborate appropriately and with 

relevance in different contexts and situations across the world. There still remains lack of 

knowledge and understanding about the realities of situations and life chances for girls and 

women in sport and physical education in some parts of the world. Unfortunately there 

remain academics who try to belie the autobiographical narratives of others. Others, including 

the social psychologist Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi critique those post-modernists who deny 

that narratives reflect real events:  

While these critiques of self-perception illuminate important issues that have to be 

recognized, they also suffer from the intellectual arrogance of scholars who believe 

their interpretations of reality should take precedence over the direct experience of the 

multitude.
1
  

Inequalities and injustices continue, and working with those who choose to work with us is 

the way IAPESGW focuses its activities, and why the association has sought to incorporate 

the voices of so many women from across the world in recent research and publications. 

The following chapters will examine how IAPESGW has fared in the last 20 years 1999 ï 

2019 with four Presidents, five quadrennial congresses in Egypt, Canada, South Africa, Cuba 

and USA, regional events in Oman, Turkey, Iran and Cuba and ongoing work in 

collaboration with international bodies to improve the opportunities of girls and women in 

physical education, sport and dance.  

In the 2019 regional IAPESGW Conference in Madrid the Association begins its next chapter 

as its members and friends celebrate 70 years of the worldôs longest standing association for 

women in the field ï the International Association of Physical Education and Sport for Girls 

and Women. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 

1
 M. Csikszentmihalyi, Finding Flow. The Psychology of Engagement with Everyday Life. 1997, NY, Basic 

Books, p20.  
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CHAPTER TWO  

 Four Presidents 

In this chapter the lives and quadrennial periods of successive Presidents are addressed to 

provide a chronology of leadership over the last twenty years. 

1. Margaret Talbot, President 1997 ï 2005  

2. Darlene Kluka, President 2005 ï 2009  

3. Tansin Benn, President 2009 ï 2013  

4. Rosa Lopez de DôAmico 2013 ongoing  

Sadly Margaret Talbot lost her long battle with cancer in December 2014. Her biography 

below is by Tansin Benn with contributions from her husband, David Talbot. We are grateful 

to use material from IAPESGWôs óFive Continents Seriesô, Europe edition. The other 

contributions are autobiographies.  

2.1 Margaret Talbot, United Kingdom, (IAPESGW President 1997 ï 2005)       
(Biography by Tansin Benn, with David Talbot)) 

OBE, PhD, FRSA (IAPESGW President 1997 ï 2005, Chair of the 

Committee of Consultants 2005 ï 2009, Honorary Life member from 

2005) 

There are few people in the world who could match this generous 

womanôs knowledge, skills, commitment and dedication to issues of 

equity and whose legacy can so significantly continue to influence 

the lives and futures of girls and women in the field of physical 

education and sport. Throughout a long career both in the United Kingdom and 

internationally, Margaretôs passion to improve the lives of others permeated her teaching, 

research, policy and advocacy work. She was a national and international leader in the fields 

of sport policy for equity; governance; physical education and sport development. 

Margaret was a very special long-term supporter and leader for the International Association 

of Physical Education and Sport (IAPESGW). She was President from 1997 until 2005 

leading the Association through important years of addressing and reaching communities 

with particular challenges for girls and women in sport. For example, following requests from 

Muslim women to help remove stereotypes and increase their visibility in the sporting world, 

the 2001 IAPESGW World Congress was held at Alexandria University, Egypt, shortly after 

the 9/11 New York bombings. Half of those participants who had intended to fly to Egypt 

were unable to come, yet through all the turmoil, Margaretôs leadership, alongside her 

colleagues at Alexandria University, enabled a successful and memorable Congress to be 

held for those who could attend. The 2005 quadrennial Congress, also under her Presidency, 

was held at the University of Alberta, Edmonton, Canada and was a success. Margaret was 

honoured as a Life Member of IAPESGW at that time. 
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Margaretôs professional life encompassed teaching physical education in schools, leadership 

and research in Higher Education, Chief Executive positions in the sport and physical 

education bodies, sport politics, numerous voluntary and nonïgovernmental body roles and 

consultancy, all of which contributed to her ability to influence wide reaching policy and 

practice internationally. Although publishing was not her main task once she moved out of 

academia, she published more than 200 books, chapters and papers, mainly focusing on 

physical education and sports governance, policy processes and dynamics, with particular 

emphasis on equity. Margaret presented as a keynote or plenary speaker at more than 120 

conferences and seminars, with an additional 100 seminars and workshops. Presentations 

were made in more than 30 countries. Of her many awards perhaps the earliest farsighted 

recognition of her contribution was in 1993 when she was appointed Officer of the Order of 

the British Empire (OBE) in the Queen's Birthday Honours List for services to Physical 

Education and Sport. To date, posthumous awards have included the launch of the Margaret 

Talbot Memorial Scholarship at the Institute of Technology, Tralee, Ireland, in February 

2015, a Lifetime Achievement Award at the Leeds University Sports Awards, March 2015, 

and a new memorial  IAPESGW óMargaret Talbot Awardô first awarded at the 18
th
 Congress 

in Miami, USA, 2017. 

Margaretôs breadth of understanding and compassion grew with her drive and courage to 

assume varied and challenging roles throughout her life. The list would fill this book but it is 

important to mention some key positions to provide insight into the ways in which she 

became able to lead and manage the most challenging dimensions of international diplomacy 

and progress for equity issues in Physical Education and Sport. Margaret took on new roles in 

diverse contexts ï national, international, across the voluntary, public and private sector. She 

welcomed a challenge and prioritised completion of projects and her commitments to 

professional colleagues / associations. Her growth in knowledge and understanding of the 

politics of sport and government, and her ability to make connections with key influential 

people, was a great help to IAPESGW.    

In her career Margaret was Head of Studies in Human Movement at Trinity and All Saints 

College, Leeds; Head of the Carnegie Department at Leeds Polytechnic, later Carnegie 

Professor and Head of Sport at Leeds Metropolitan University; Chief Executive of the 

Central Council of Physical Recreation; and Chief Executive of the Association for Physical 

Education. She held several Ministerial appointments in the UK, working in the National 

Curriculum, regional and national sport policy, European women and sport, sports ground 

safety and voluntary sector capacity-building. 

Margaret undertook consultancies for several UN agencies and national governments, 

working on international and national school sport strategy; establishing 21st Century 

physical education curricula; the use of sport and physical education in promoting girlsô 

education; national and international strategy development. Additional key posts in civic and 

public sectors through which she influenced so many, follows: 

¶ Member, Committee on Culture and Education, International Olympic Committee 

from April 2014.                                                                                                                                       

¶ UNESCO Professor at the Institute of Technology, Tralee, Ireland: UNESCO Chair 

óTransforming the Lives of People with Disabilities. Their Families and 

Communities through Physical Education, Sport, Recreation and Fitnessô from April 

2014. 
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¶ President, International Council of Sport Science and Physical Education (ICSSPE) 

January 2009 ï 2014, elected for two terms, Vice President 1999 ï 2008.  

¶ Chair, Education Committee of the International Paralympic Committee from 2011. 

This has involved collaboration with other IPC Committees, notably Science, Women 

and Development Committees. 

¶ International Vice President, International Foundation for Olympic and Sport 

Education (based in Greece) 2000 - 2013. Presided over world seminars on Olympic 

Education, press and media conferences, strategic planning events. 
 

¶ President ï International Association of Physical Education and Sport for Girls and 

Women (IAPESGW) 1997 ï 2005, Honorary Life Member from 2005. 

¶ Chair, European Sports Conference Working Group on Women and Sport 1991-1993  

outcomes led directly to 1st World Conference on Women and Sport, Brighton 1994; 

and to the Brighton Declaration on Women and Sport. 

¶ Vice Chair, DES Working Group Physical Education National Curriculum for 

England and Wales 1990-1991: author of sections on guidance on equal opportunities 

(special needs, disability, gender, culture), which were commended by equity activists 

as being the only subject report which had adequately addressed equity issues. 

 

Margaret earned the respect and esteem in which she was held.  Her vast knowledge, skills, 

dedication and generosity in sharing those skills, brought visionary leadership from which so 

many benefitted. Perhaps most importantly she was a people person. Margaret cared deeply 

about the situation of others and was always ready for the challenge of travel to relatively 

unknown places to support the advancement of girls and women in physical education and 

sport.   

In 1999 Margaret wrote a Presidential address in the IAPESGW book óHonouring the 

Legacyô which was produced for the Associationôs 50th anniversary. In this she laid out the 

global challenges facing all of us and the role the Association could play, alongside others, 

for a better world. Her incisive vision of a changing world in which there remained 

challenging divides in wealth, resources and opportunities, is even more relevant today than it 

was then. She also highlighted the need for capacity building in those areas where it was most 

needed and in IAPESGW itself. The Association is not alone in being dependent on the 

willingness of volunteers to bring knowledge and skills to recognise and address international 

challenges. She also wrote about the need to maximise the extent to which the Association 

can mobilize the collective and individual resources members can bring, while making the 

work attractive and worthwhile to those who contribute:  

My dream and future vision is that every girl is able to exercise her entitlement to a full 

range of opportunities for physical activity and sport; that womenôs and girlsô 

contributions to physical education and sport are routinely valued; that women are 

customarily involved in leading educational practice and research in physical 

education and sport; that research and the development of knowledge includes, and is 
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enriched by, womenôs and girlsô experiences; that professional organisations are 

committed to valuing diversity and promoting equity (whether as mixed-sex or single-

sex organisations); that the systems of physical education and sport are inclusive, 

pluralist, and comprehensive in countries all over the world; and that equity and social 

justice are guiding principles for the practice of sport and physical education. 

IAPESGW has the opportunity to contribute towards that dream. 

The Presidents who followed Margaret Talbot were Professor Darlene Kluka 2005 ï 2009 

(USA), Professor Tansin Benn 2009 ï 2013 (UK) and Professor Rosa Lopez de DôAmico 

2013 ongoing (Venezuela), and we have all shared this dream and worked alongside the 

membership and its partner organisations such as the International Council of Sport Science 

and Physical Education, its working group the International Committee of Sport Pedagogy, 

WomenSport International and the International Working Group for Women and Sport, to 

make an ongoing contribution to a more equitable world.     

 

2.2 Darlene Kluka, USA, (IAPESGW President 2005 ï 2009) (Autobiography) 

Darlene A. Kluka, D Phil; PhD; MA; BA (IAPESGW Executive 

Board Member, 2005 ï 2017, President 2005 ï 2009, Honorary 

Life Member from 2013) 

Reflections on professional life and how these facets equipped me 

to be a contributor to IAPESGW 

Growing up as an only child in a family that immigrated from what 

is now the Czech Republic and Slovakia, I spoke Czech before I 

spoke English. Because my parents fell in love in the Czechoslovak 

neighborhood in the Chicago area at a Pilsen Park dance, I was born in an area of the USA 

that was engulfed with immigrants from central and eastern Europe. My parents were old 

enough to be my grandparents, my four grandparents had passed away by the time I was six, 

and my first cousins were the generation in between my parents and me. My mother had an 

eighth-grade rural education, my father, a rural sixth grade one. Now, as I am in my 60s and 

have completed at 45-year career in education, my immediate family and first cousins have 

all passed away. Collectively, they left me with phenomenal passion for formal education, 

different cultures, languages, and a desire to travel. For some reason, that remains somewhat 

unclear to me, I wanted to become a teacher from the age of six. I suspect that my 

experiences in the Alois Jir§sek Ļeska Ġkola on Saturday mornings at the local sokol (Sokol 

Berwyn) influenced my desire to teach. By the time I was twelve, I was assistant teaching a 

primary class along with the teacher!  

To further my interest in languages, in primary school, we were required to take two years of 

Spanish. In high school, I had the opportunity to take three years of German, and as I began 

my undergraduate degree quest, my major was German. At the end of the first semester of my 

first year, I met a young woman whose major was physical education. Her enthusiasm, good 

heartedness, and zest for all that is good about sport and physical education helped me to 

decide to major in health and physical education and minor in German. During my four years 

at the university, I served on the Womenôs Recreation Associationôs Board of Directors and 
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became President. It is here where I gained experience in leadership as well as played 

volleyball and served as captain for two years. 

After graduation, I came back to the Chicago area to teach physical education and coach for 

ten years. In sport, I became the first woman to assistant coach boysô gymnastics in the state, 

as well as having coached boysô fencing, girlsô volleyball, girlsô softball, and girlsô field 

hockey. An opportunity arose to coach volleyball and softball at the collegiate level after 

having invested ten years at the high school level. I was also exposed to teaching physical 

education activity courses to university students. This provided me with the desire to earn a 

doctoral degree in order to have credentials to become faculty at the university level in the 

USA. After having earned a PhD in motor learning, I began my tenure in higher education. 

Volleyball and women and sport became my areas of greatest interest soon thereafter. I 

pursued volleyball officiating and was selected as one of two officials to call the Illinois State 

High School Associationôs Volleyball Final Match and was one of six officials used in 

demonstration matches of Olympic menôs and womenôs volleyball teams as they toured the 

USA prior to an Olympic Games. Shortly thereafter, I was nominated by Special Olympics 

Volleyball to the USA Volleyball (USAV) Board of Directors and, ultimately, served as a 

Vice President for USA Volleyball. In the meantime, the National Association for Girls and 

Women in Sport (NAGWS) had positions available on its Board of Directors. I served in 

some capacity on the board for a decade, culminating with the presidency. While president, I 

was selected by the United States Olympic Committee (USOC) as head of delegation and one 

of four to participate in the International Olympic Academy (IOA) in Olympia, Greece. A 

few years later, I was selected as Deputy Delegate to the USOC for a quadrennium. Toward 

the turn of the 20
th
 century, I was nominated by IAPESGW and elected to the International 

Council of Sport Science and Physical Education (ICSSPE) Executive Board. Thereafter, I 

was elected as president of IAPESGW and learned much about international politics and 

positioning during one of the most interesting experiences of my life. 

As I reflect on my unbelievably marvelous professional career in high school and higher 

education, and being able to combine service through professional organization work with 

travel and multi-cultural experiences, my professional life has really been special: 

- I determined early-on in my career that I was supremely interested in building and 

shaping rather than maintaining. This genuinely challenged my ability to strive in 

many ways and work with first-class professionals in order to achieve our goals; 

- Having taught and coached literally thousands of students who have become 

extraordinary people as adults; 

- Growing from local to state to regional to national to global regional to international 

in research and service; 

- Becoming a member, participating, and leading in many professional organizations 

through international level; 

- Having been selected by professional peers to several Hall of Fames nationally, 

awarded several honors awards at state, national and international levels;  

- Evolving as a selected keynote at state, regional, national and international 

conferences; and  

- Being honored by two of alma maters, one as a Distinguished Alumna, the other for 

outstanding achievements. 
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The formal education I have undergone (with my familyôs expectations) and the growth 

experiences I have had while teaching/coaching/administrating in education have brought me 

to this place. My life has been made abundantly full as a result of experiential learning. Those 

who have believed in me and have been on the path of the womenôs movement have made 

indelible footprints on my soul. Several of them include: Prof Josefina Bauzon, Dr Tansin 

Benn, Prof Dr Celia Brackenridge, Prof Dr Doris Corbett, Prof Dr Rosa Lopez de DôAmico, 

Prof Dr Gudrun Doll-Tepper, Prof Dr Ginny Crafts, Dr Christina Gipson, Prof Dr Anneliese 

Goslin, Prof Dr Aileen Lockhart, Prof Dr Phyllis Love, Prof Dr Jane Mott, Prof Dr Linda 

Peterson, Prof Dr Susan Schafer, Prof Dr Phoebe Scott, and Prof Dr Margaret Talbot.  

Many of these women were associated with IAPESGW. I will always be grateful to 

IAPESGW, as an organization, for providing me with support and a like-mindedness of 

purpose to make the world a better place for girls and women through sport and physical 

education. As an honorary life member, I will continue to encourage and embrace those who 

share like-minded purposes throughout the world. 

 

2.3. Tansin Benn (England), (IAPESGW President 2009 ï 2013) (Autobiography) 

Tansin Benn, PhD; M.Ed; MA; B.Ed.  (IAPESGW Executive 

Board Member 2005 ï 2017, President 2009 ï 2013, Honorary 

Life Member from 2017) 

Reflections on personal and professional lives and how these 

facets equipped us to be major contributors to IAPESGW? 

My destiny in the field of dance, gymnastics and physical 

education started at an early age thanks to my mother and a 

number of inspirational teachers. A childhood filled with 

opportunities to learn and enjoy physicality, mainly through dance and later gymnastics, 

meant that a pathway into teaching physical education was inevitable. During my teacher 

training I was selected to demonstrate at my first IAPESGW Congress in 1973 (the 7
th
 

quadrennial event) held in Tehran, Iran, with a preceding folkdance workshop in Jerusalem. 

This was a life changing event in many ways, my first flight out of England and first 

awareness of cultural diversity on an international scale. I was part of a team of 19 UK 

Physical Education Teacher Training students selected to demonstrate modern educational 

gymnastics and dance alongside many other practical demonstrations from groups gathered in 

Iran from around the world.  Little did I know then how much this Association would come 

to mean in my later life.  

I began my career as a teacher of physical education, later becoming Head of a Department of 

Physical Education at a school in Birmingham. This led to a lectureship in teacher training at 

Westhill College, Birmingham, which later became part of the School of Education, 

University of Birmingham, UK, where I worked for 28 years in lecturing, management and 

research. I taught across many undergraduate and postgraduate programmes, designing and 

implementing new programmes, and in management acquiring skills on a different level in, 

for example, strategic planning, quality assurance, and decision-making. I developed a 

research career in social science that involved international travel and inspirational 

opportunities in the later years of my work at the University. It led to the opportunity to 
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publish in many journals and books and to co-author with many leading colleagues around 

the world. In total my professional career in the field spanned 38 years. My interest continues 

in retirement through IAPESGWôs collaborative publishing projects and voluntary work with 

local charities in the field of maintaining physical activity for older people and people with 

disabilities.  

Reflecting on some of the personal highlights that brought the most fulfilment in my career, 

these were:  

¶ starting the Birmingham Youth Dance Company, UK, in the 1980s that still exists 

today as a way through which talented young people can develop their performance 

and choreographic skills;  

¶ contributing to British Artistic Gymnastics as a volunteer coach, member of the 

National Womenôs Technical committee and as an International judge for over 20 

years; 

¶ designing and implementing the world-first part-time, customised Masterôs degree 

programme for the professional dancers of Birmingham Royal Ballet Company; 

¶ being asked to join the senior management team in the School of Education at the 

University of Birmingham, UK;  

¶ listening and responding to requests from Muslim women students studying to 

become teachers at my UK institution who had difficulties with participating in 

physical education as it was organised and run. It was this experience that started my 

long research journey with Muslim women and girls in physical education and sport 

in the UK and internationally;  

¶ Winning a Leverhulme Research Fellowship in 2008 that allowed me to live and 

research with women in physical education in Oman, in the Middle East, and link that 

with IAPESGWs interest to support women in the region; co-organise an international  

study week in Oman2008 and contribute to the book óMuslim Women and Sportô 

(2011),  published by Routledge.   

¶ Being awarded:  

o 2013 - the Kluka-Love USAôs Womenôs Sport Foundation International 

Research Award 

o 2012 ï the Phillip Noel-Baker Research Award ï ICSSPE (International, 

Council of Sport Science and Physical Education) 

o 2012 ï the Outstanding Contribution Award (International) ï Muslim 

Womenôs Sport Foundation, UK. 

o 2017 ï becoming an Honorary Life member with IAPESGW.  

All of the above contributed towards the skills of leadership that gave me confidence to 

embrace a leadership role with IAPESGW but the people I had the opportunity to learn from 

made it possible. Enhancing my knowledge and skills in the UKôs higher education and sport 

sectors meant that I was fortunate to meet and work with many outstanding women leaders 

and researchers, one of whom was Professor Margaret Talbot, then busy in many spheres 

including helping to write the first National Curriculum for Physical Education in England 

and Wales in the 1990s. She was also President of IAPESGW and asked me if Iôd like to be 

the UK representative in 2001 when we both attended the 14
th
 quadrennial congress in Egypt.  

Margaret was one of my mentors whose wisdom supported and steered me into international 

leadership and policy influencing circles. When Margaret left the Executive of IAPESGW I 

stayed on the Board led by another positive, supportive President, Darlene Kluka, so when 

she decided to step down in 2009 I felt privileged to step up to the Presidency.  I also want to 
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acknowledge Gertrud Pfister, international scholar, former IAPESGW Executive Board 

member, and ongoing supporter of publications and activities, who has remained a great 

mentor and friend over these years.  

Those colleagues I have met through IAPESGW have become friends and they share key 

characteristics: generosity to give of their time and often personal resources; openness and 

willingness to share knowledge and find time to collaborate; ability to both lead and follow 

with equal commitment and to squeeze IAPESGW challenges into impossibly busy working 

lives in their own countries. This was the right environment for me to grow in international 

development work with a shared purpose.  

I was attracted to the Executive Board and wider members by the opportunity to work with 

diligent, willing, ócan doô, talented and generous professional people who understood 

inequalities, looked outwards with a shared vision and who wanted to stand together for a 

better world for girls and women. More specifically the óteamô included: those who managed 

day to day operations and communication networks of the association; those who worked to 

secure quadrennial and regional conferences over the years to enable colleagues to meet and 

exchange knowledge across the world; those responsible for Oman 2008 with its óAccept and 

Respectô declaration, and the óMuslim Women in Sportô book published in 2011; those from 

the collaborative óGlobal Voicesô and other projects with organisations of the International 

Council of Sport Pedagogy (ICSP, a working group under ICSSPE); those catalysts for the 

óWomen and Sport in Latin Americaô 2016 publication with voices of 33 women from across 

Central and South America and diaspora communities; and the óFive Continentsô books  with 

their global reach (see chapter 4 for more information on these projects). Involvement in such 

projects gave many of us insights into the situations, successes and challenges faced by girls 

and women in countries across the world. I was privileged to be part of this busy period, to 

work with and learn from so many like-minded colleagues on these journeys. In turn all those 

involved leave a great legacy for others to learn from, and build upon, in the years to come.  

My favourite reflection is of IAPESGW as a busy team and I thank each one of you who 

joined us and made a positive difference for the future of girls and women in physical 

education, sport, dance and physical activity. An Honorary Life membership means I will 

always be connected to the Association, respectful of the core values and above all 

appreciative of the many like-minded colleagues from around the world who have become 

my friends.  So ï hereôs to us all ï óLetôs keep moving together é.ô 
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2.4. Rosa Lopez de DôAmico (Venezuela), IAPESGW President 2013 ï ongoing 

(Autobiography) 

Rosa L·pez de DôAmico, Post Doc, PhD; M.Ed; BEd Foreign 

Language English; B.Ed Physical Educaion and Sport.  

(IAPESGW Executive Board Member 2007 ï 2013, President 

2013 ï 2017, 2017 - 2021) 

Reflections on personal and professional lives and how these 

facets equipped us to be major contributors to IAPESGW? 

Growing up as an only child, my mother made me participate 

in various extra-curricular activities, particularly in music, ballet and gymnastics since I was 

very young; she didnôt want me to feel alone, so every single day I had a different activity. 

My grandmother and cousins were great supporters. Soon I had to decide on just one of them 

in order to dedicate more hours every day and artistic gymnastics was my choice from when I 

was 8 years old. At the age of 9 I was already a member of the state team and winning at 

national level. My first international trip was at the age of 10 as a member of the Venezuelan 

national team participating at the pre-junior South American championships that took place in 

Argentina. At the age of 12 I became national champion at junior level and from then I was 

also a member of the national squad and participating in international competitions. At the 

age of 11 my mother made me take an English course during school vacation, there I met 

another mentor in my life Mme Baumgartner who taught me the love to languages. At 11 

years of age I noticed that I was able to communicate with others in English during 

international competitions and to support my team members with English too, that was a 

fantastic feeling. At high school I assisted my friends who were part of the gymnastics club, 

as I was a well-known as the gymnast by that time.  

The year before I started university I had a terrible injury to my knee that prevented me from 

practising gymnastics for nearly 6 months. I decided to go to the university in my home city, 

although I could not study physical education because my knee had still not recovered. I 

studied foreign languages majoring in English; that was easy to me. In the afternoons I started 

coaching gymnasts in the state gym, it was voluntary work. Two years later I requested to 

study a second subject for another career and, by then, was allowed to study physical 

education majoring in sport. I continued coaching, judging and being involved at the 

Venezuelan Gymnastics Federation level and the national technical committee.  

As I graduated with honours in both career and started to work at the University. I continued 

working as gymnastics coach of the university ï Universidad Pedagógica Experimental 

Libertador UPEL (administrative position) and quite soon as substitute lecturer in the English 

Department. A position was opened and in 1991 I became a permanent staff member at the 

University on the Physical Education Department to work in the academic field of 

gymnastics. As there was a great need of staff at the English Department the Dean and Head 

of Department requested that I transferred to the English Department, agreeing that I remain 

connected to the PE Department. My husband was at the PE Department and we agreed that 

it was good for me to transfer to the English department. I continued working all my 

academic life in both areas thanks to that decision and the English Department staff were 

always supportive of my involvement with the world of physical education and sport. 
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My experience in the world of gymnastics helped me to value team work and the importance 

of supporting others in order to have a great team. Although I was already a leader I did not 

always feel like one and continued to work with colleagues at all levels in the world of sport 

and in the academic field as well. Some important women introduced me to the feminist 

theory doing my master studies, which I embraced. I had grown up in an environment where 

we were all valued; I had little idea of the mistreatments that existed in the area. In coaching I 

always worked with girls and had some experience of working with ballet and choreography 

with male gymnasts and karate athletes. I had published in the 1990s but not much at that 

point. In 1998 I went to study for my PhD in Australia (University of Sydney) and it was 

indeed a turning point in my life to encounter so many academic organizations. I was 

fortunate to have a supervisor who supported all my initiatives and decisions in order to 

improve my knowledge in the area. I came back to Venezuela in 2001 to my former position 

at the university to continue responsibilities in lecturing, management, research and 

community work.  

I taught across many undergraduate and postgraduate programmes, designing and 

implementing new programmes, and in management as program coordinator, head of 

department, Vice Dean and as a member of the University Council. I developed a research 

career that involved participating in various academic organizations (ICHPER-SD, ISCPES, 

IAPESGW, ICSSPE, WASM, IWG) and experienced inspirational opportunities to support 

the creation of others (EDUFUSADRED, ALGEDE, ALESDE, ALCIDED, AVECAFIDE). I 

have had the chance to publish in Spanish and English in many journals and books and to co-

author with many colleagues. In particular I have tried to support people in my home country 

and in Latin America to publish. In 2017, after 27 years working at the university, I decided 

to retire, nevertheless I remain active supporting the doctoral program, coordinating the 

research centre, research projects, invited scholars and participating in academic international 

organizations. 

As I reflect on my personal and professional lives, I have been fortunate to combine service 

through professional organization work with travel and multi-cultural experiences. I share 

some of the personal highlights that have brought me fulfilment in my career and equipped 

me to be a contributor in leadership: 

¶ Having being in the world of gymnastics as gymnast, coach, judge and administrator; 

¶ Leading the creation of the research centre EDUFISADRED; 

¶ Becoming a member, participating, and leading in many academic organizations from 

national through international level; 

¶ Leading the creation of some Latin American academic organizations; first president 

of the Latin American Association for Sport Management (ALGEDE); 

¶ Designing the first doctoral program in Physical Activity and Sport Science in 

Venezuela, and supporting the creation of the first master program in Sport 

Management and the Masters in Recreation; 

¶ Designing the programme for a career in Foreign Languages to include various 

languages at undergraduate level; 

¶ Leading the national program for teachers in service (primary and secondary school) 

in the area of English language and designing the text books for those levels; 

¶ Advising the national program for teachers in service (secondary school) in the area 

of Physical Education and designing the text books for that level. 
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¶ Studying at the University of Sydney and being awarded the Thomas T. Roberts 

fellowship that allowed me to do comparative studies and field research in various 

countries, and later the Ewing post-doctoral fellowship to continue researching; 

¶ Having received various awards, among which: 

o Gymnast of the year by Aragua state (1979, 1980, 1981) and the Venezuelan 

Gymnastics Federation (1981). Coach of the year by Aragua state (1995, 

1996); 

o óThe Gold Medal of Honorô. The International Council for Health, Physical 

Education, Recreation, Sport and Dance (2006); 

o National Award for Research and Productivity in the Humanities in Higher 

Education (2007). National Venezuelan Council for University Research in 

Science, Humanities and Technology; 

o State Award óHonor to Scientific Meritô 2008. Aragua State Foundation for 

Science and Technology; 

o National Award for Academic Productivity 2008. Universidad Pedagógica 

Experimental Libertador (UPEL); 

o Honorary President of the Latin American Association for Sport Management 

(ALGEDE) and founder member  2017; 

o Honorary member of the World Association for Sport Management (WASM) - 

Founding member, 2013; 

o Becoming the first Latin American president of IAPESGW in 2013 and able to 

represent the Association in many corners of the world. 

All the above elements gave me the strength to embrace the role of leadership in IAPESGW 

but moreover the people that surrounded me. First of all, my grandmother, my mother and my 

husband who always believed in me and motivated me to go ahead and definitely the patience 

and support of my son and daughter. Through life I have received the support of men and 

women who have been crucial to my engagement in international academic work and from 

whom I have learned much. It is impossible to mention all those who paved the way for my 

international work before I became involved with IAPESGW but they included Catherine 

OôBrien and Walter Ho (ISCPES), Herbert Haag, Margaret Talbot, Darlene Kluka and 

Gudrun Doll-Tepper (ICSSPE).  

Regarding IAPESGW, I became more aware of the Associationôs work from the year 2000. 

In 2005 I attended the congress in Edmonton, with Josil Murillo , I was supervising her 

doctoral studies in gender issues at the time. In 2007, in Poland during an ICSSPE meeting, 

Darlene Kluka asked me to join and consider being part of the board as there was no 

representation from Latin America, Margaret was also in that conversation and supported 

Darlene; after some consideration I decided to accept. In Guangzhou, China, 2008, I had 

further discussions about my role after 2009 and I became Vice-President for the next 

quadrennial period.  In the Board we had a great group of international colleagues and we 

achieved much together with very positive relations. By 2013 there was support for me to 

step up to the Presidency for 2013 ï 2017, it was indeed a challenge. I had the privilege to 

work with a wonderful board of women (Janice, Crosswhite, Anneliese Goslin, Karin 

Lofstrom, Rosa Diketmüller, Marianne Meier, Maryam Koushkie, Gladys Bequer, Canan 

Koca, Keh Chin, Yagi Arisa, Tansin Benn, Darlene Kluka) who made my leadership role 

easier and we achieved excellent goals, e.g., the first book ever about Women and Sport in 

Latin America written in English and the IAPESGW Five Continents series of inspirational 

women who have made a difference in physical education and sport. For the period of 2017 ï 

2021 there was again support for me to stay a second term as President, so I agreed.  
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Thanks to all our IAPESGW members, but also to all the LOC of our events, partners 

organizations with whom we have worked at ICSP and beyond, international organizations 

who acknowledge the work we do in IAPESGW, and to our web master, and Jenny Warner 

who organizes our newsletter that makes the work of so many people more visible.  

At a personal level I strongly appreciate the support I have received from our IAPESGW 

friends who have always been present with caring words in difficult moments. My gratitude 

to you all who commit to the noble cause of giving and sharing, to being involved with the 

cause of acceptance and respect, to inclusion and the promotion of physical education, sport, 

dance and physical activity in the lives of all human beings. We will continue working 

together during this quadrennial period, and after 2021 there will be ongoing support for the 

values of IAPESGW and for furthering the friendships and bonds we have created over so 

many years.  
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CHAPTER THREE  

 IAPESGW Activities 1999 - 2019 

This third chapter is divided into four sections that cover IAPESGWôs activities during the 

presidencies of Margaret Talbot, Darlene Kluka, Tansin Benn and Rosa Lopez de DôAmico. I 

am indebted for the contributions from past presidents, for the Bulletins, Newsletters and 

other sources sent by Amanda Bennett, Deanna Binder, Ann Hall, Nancy Melnychuck, Chris 

Shelton and others.  

3.1. IAPESGW Activities  ï 1999 ï 2005 ï President Margaret Talbot 

Author Tansin Benn 

Executive Board Members 1997 ï 2001 

President - Margaret Talbot (UK); Vice-Presidents - Christine Shelton (USA) & Julika 

Ullmann (Austria); Sec / Treasurer - Pauline Wetton (UK); Elected members - Ritta Asanti 

(Finland), Margot Crummenerl (Germany, died 1997), & Shulamith Raviv (Israel); Co-opted 

members - Doreen Solomans (South Africa) & Akiko Takahashi (Japan); Coordinator for 

next Congress - Maha Shafeik (Ebid) (Egypt); Convenor of Board of Consultants - Gertrud 

Pfister (Germany).  

Executive Board 2001 ï 2005  

President - Professor Margaret Talbot (UK); Vice Presidents - Christine Shelton (USA) &  

Suzi-Kathy Jost (Switzerland); Sec / Treasurer - Pauline Wetton (UK); Bulletin editor - Lynn 

Embrey (Aus); Elected members - Ritta Asanti (Finland) & Shulamith Raviv (Israel); Co-

opted member - & Akiko Takahashi (Japan); Coordinator for next Congress - Doreen 

Solomans (South Africa), Rep from last Congress - Maha Shafeik (Ebid) (Egypt); Convenor 

of Board of Consultants - Gertrud Pfister (Germany). 

The IAPESGW Millennium Bulletin and the 2000 Newsletter offered a rich history of the 

Associationôs work at this time. The material collated indicated the scope of connections with 

other organisations around the world, the main direction the girls and women in physical 

education and sport domain was taking, people and organisations whose efforts were making 

a difference on all continents. The Millennium Bulletin in particular captured the moment in 

terms of advocacy and action to improve understanding and visibility of gender inequalities 

in physical activity, physical education and sport opportunities around the world, and its 

significance to life chances, mental, social and physical well-being. 

The importance of links and cooperation between key organisations were highlighted in a 

report on leadership and sharing good practice by Darlene Kluka (later President of 

IAPESGW 2005 ï 2009), for example she mentioned the International Olympic Committee 

(IOC), International Council of Sport Science and Physical Education (ICSSPE), 

Womensport International (WSI), International Working Group for women and sport (IWG), 

International Council of Health, Physical Education, Recreation, Sport and Dance 

(ICHPERSD), Sport Association of Arab Women (SAAW), European Women in Sport 

(EWS,) Womenôs Sports Foundation of the USA ï International Council (WSF ï IC), 

African Women in Sport Association (AWISA), and national organisations through reports, 
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for example, from Australia, Canadian Association for the Advancement of Women  

(CAAWS), Japanese Association of Physical Education and Women (JAPEW), Nigeria, 

Uganda, Malaysia, UK, and the USA. These reports shared changes in a positive direction for 

girls and women in sport, for example, in national policies, addressing gender differences in 

prize monies, club rules, new research institutes and targeted programmes.  Changes were 

happening at international level with the World Summits on Physical Education in Berlin 

(2000) and Magglingen (2005) which cascaded a higher importance for the value and 

importance of this subject around the world. The Beijing+5 commitments to equality, the 

óSport for Development and Peaceô, Development through Sport and Sport for All 

movements, the Commonwealth and United Nations committees were listening and, at least 

in Declarations for action, were committing to making a difference. It was a promising time 

and IAPESGW had a presence through its President, members and international reach, for 

example the 2000 Newsletter stated: 

Our President, Margaret Talbot, has travelled extensively on behalf of IAPESGW and 

girlsô and womenôs sport and physical education. And, her appearances, presentations 

and collaborations have assured us a voice in the international professional 

community.
2
 

Margaret was generous in acknowledging the support she had to enable her to hold these 

roles, notably the secretarial and administrative support from Leeds Metropolitan University 

and understanding about time required to travel for international engagement. There was also 

funding for travel in this role from the UK Sports Council which unfortunately has been 

withdrawn since.  

Holding other simultaneous roles for example as Vice President of ICSSPE, and links with 

the IOC, WSI and IWG, FIEP, ISHSPE and wider international organisations, Margaret had 

extensive connections with international organisations and an ongoing commitment to 

IAPESGW, as its President, to bring a voice for girls and women in physical education and 

sport to every opportunity. That said, she always paid tribute to the outstanding commitment 

and work of others, for example: 

I would like to pay tribute to those members and colleagues in Womensport 

International, who have invested so much energy and commitment to trying to have 

included in the óBeijing + 5ô documents, visible and sensible statements about the 

values of physical activity and engagement in sport and physical education for girls 

and women. They have faced formidable challenges of the labyrinth of United 

Nations internal politics and structuresé. In particular I would like to mention Libby 

Darlison, whose papers produced for UNESCO did provide a coherent and persuasive 

platform for representing our interests; and Carole Oglesby, for her determination and 

perseverance, trying by her own personal presence to make sure that our collective 

voice was heard. I know that this has sometimes reduced her to exhaustion and 

frustration; but she has always marshalled her resources, and again haunted the 

lobbies and anterooms of the UN committees, to continue the representation of the 

                                                 

2
 IAPESGW Newsletter Spring 2000 Vol 4, p1. (From Christine Shelton, Smith College USA). 
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role of physical activity, physical education and sport in womenôs lives and the policy 

statements that address them.
3
 

Highlights outlined in the Millennium Bulletin documented several projects which had been 

important for IAPESGW, for example: 

1. The collation of the first fifty years history of IAPESGW in the book óHonoring the 

Legacyô 1949-1999, (Hall and Pfister 1999), Gertrud Pfister was then the Executive 

Boardôs Head of the Board of Consultants. 

2. July 1999 ï 50
th

 Anniversary of IAPESGW celebrations at Smith College, USA. 

(opening ï a procession of delegates from 30 countries). Notable contributions from 

WSF, IWG, ICSSPE, ICHPERDSD, national womenôs sport organizations eg Japan, 

Colombia, Uganda, Barbados, Nigeria, Canada. Ann Hall & Gertrud Pfisterôs 50 year 

history of IAPESGW ï Honoring the Legacyô was presented for the first time. Chris 

Shelton and the Smith College team did an excellent job with the celebratory event.  

3. World Summit on Physical Education, Berlin 1999, with the IOC, ICSSPE and 

many other international leading organisations. IAPESGW members and colleagues 

on the International Committee of Sport Pedagogy (ICSP) were committed to 

preparing the work necessary for this Summit.
4
  

4. June 2000 ï a voice at the Beijing +  five meetings following up from the 1995 

Beijing Platform for Action where for the first time the United Nations conference has 

recognised areas of concern related to women and physical activity.  

 

The ongoing process of contributing to the shaping of international policy guidance in 

physical education, sport and gender issues continued across the early millennium years, with 

the groundwork that enabled IAPESGW colleagues to be strong contributors to significant 

global policy development in later years, for example the years of óQuality Physical 

Educationô work that contributed to UNESCOôs adoption of Policy Guidelines. Other roles 

for Executive members by 2004 included Chris Shelton, Vice-President, tracking further 

archive materials from members in the USA for the Smith College archive; Amanda Bennett 

(Secretary / Treasurer, UK) was locating a web hosting company, hoping this would be live 

before the 2005 quadrennial congress in Canada; again support of a wider professional 

network was acknowledged including UK Sport and the Central Council of Physical 

Recreation (CCPR UK).
5
 

Issues raised towards the end of this quadrennial at  the June 2004 Executive meeting in 

London were: succession planning, how to maximise opportunities for IAPESGW following 

the identification of world crises for the subject and the two World Summits; how can IT be 

used to improve communication with partner organisations; can IAPESGW address 

                                                 

3
 IAPESGW Bulletin  Millennium Edition (2000/2001) Vol 10, p61. 

4
 IAPESGW Bulletin Millennium Edition (2000/2001) Vol 10, p.2. 

5
 IAPESGW Executive Board Minutes 25 ï 27 June 2004, CCPR Offices London. (Donated by Chris Shelton).  
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developing concerns about obesity around the world; the problem of IAPESGWôs 

dependence of volunteers time and the ever increasing demands; the role and remit of IWG 

on Women and Sport and IAPESGWôs place on it. Executive Board members reports 

indicated action in respective roles and countries and where their networks connected with 

IAPESGW and its mission, for example how internal political upheaval and troubles affected 

membership in Israel (Raviv Shulamith), fruitful but challenging developments in Egypt 

(Maha Shafeik (Ebid), new ideas for developing membership in Switzerland (Susi-Kathi 

Jost), Finland was undergoing sport body amalgamations to create the largest body for 

children and youth in gymnastics (123,000 children) (Riitta Asanti), Chris Shelton (USA) 

was continuing her work with Martha Brady on Sport Development and Women, developing 

cross cultural research ideas to promote womenôs health and physical activity through sport 

and to attend the next IOC World Conference on Women and Sport. Lynn Embrey 

(Australia) was thanked for her work in collating information for the Bulletin and 

Newsletters. Communications about the 2005 Quadrennial Congress to be held at the 

University of Alberta, Canada, were well underway with an excellent report following an 

onsite visit about the organising team: óThey are committed and professional group of people 

who are so willing to work on behalf of IAPESGWô.
6
 

Financially IAPESGW was able to function at that time through membership affiliations and 

accumulated funds. The institutional support for Executive Board membersô roles included 

the management of the membership list by an administrator at CCPR, Smith College USA 

absorbing the costs of producing the Bulletins and Newsletters (all in hard copy form at that 

time), and appreciation was recorded for this support. The cost of the imminent web 

development was recognised and agreed as essential to the future of IAPESGW. There were 

concerns about increasing banking problems after 9/11 and having sufficient funds to pay out 

for the awards (then monetary). The óabsorbedô costs through professional institutions 

reflected shared values concerning internalisation, the core mission of IAPESGW.  

Summary 1999 - 2005 

The use of Association documentation from 1999 ï 2005 which spanned Margaret Talbotôs 

presidency periods for IAPESGW, and the support of individuals with such materials or 

personal memories, has enabled us to have a picture of the international work happening at 

the time. It is possible to conclude that the striving for awareness and action to improve 

opportunities for girls and women in all areas of physical activity were part of longer term 

processes of change, stemming from the 1990s and continuing into the 2000s. There is 

evidence of success in influence, declarations, collaborations, commitment and dedication to 

many facets, for example, in the documentation used and developed at the World Summits of 

Physical Education, the first global events to introduce international debate on the state of 

Physical Education worldwide, building on Ken Hardmanôs and Joe Marshallôs World 

Surveys of Physical Education; and in heightened awareness of gender issues and existing 

pockets of good practice internationally.  

No doubt IAPESGW Board individuals struggled to find time and finance for such an 

international commitment to developing knowledge and awareness at the highest levels in 

order to contribute to the position of girls and women in a world of constant change. With 

                                                 

6
 Ibid, p5. 
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certainty, it can be said that IAPESGWôs success was dependent on the efforts of these 

professional women members, with busy lives, who were committed to continuing the work 

of the association through personal motivation, recognition of the value of international 

collaboration, dialogue and reciprocity, in contributing to an association where shared 

interests and altruism met.   

3.2  IAPESGW Activities 2005 ï 2009 by Darlene Kluka (President)  

Executive Board and Membership 

President ï Darlene Kluka (USA); Vice Presidents - Doreen Solomons (South Africa) & 

Susi-Kathi Jost (Switzerland); Secretary/Treasurer ï Amanda Bennett (UK); 

Communications - Tansin Benn (UK); Members - Toshiko Shimouchi (Japan); Nancy 

Melnychuck (Canada); Rosa Lopez de DôAmico (Venezuela); Janice Crosswhite (Australia); 

Clemencia Amaya Maya (Colombia); Chair of consultants - Margaret Talbot (UK); Graduate 

Student Intern: Christina Gipson (USA). 

After an eight-year period of continuously superb leadership by Prof Dr Margaret Talbot and 

the Board, the Association sought new leadership for president. After some challenges 

determined by the Nominating Committee, a twelve-year member of the general membership 

was nominated and elected as president. This was unusual because the person did not have 

any IAPESGW Executive Board experience. In 1996, she had been nominated by the 

IAPESGW Executive Board and elected to the ICSSPE Executive Board. As a result, she 

served as co-editor of the ICSSPE publication, Women and sport: Sharing good practice. 

Another IAPESGW member, Denise Jones (South Africa) facilitated data collection at the 

IWG Conference on Women and Sport, held in Namibia. 

Planning for the future 

IAPESGW needed a strategic plan for the next four-year period. Within that plan was a 

review of the brand and a contemporary design element. The president was fortunate enough 

to find a young woman, Christina Gipson, in graduate school at Georgia State University, 

USA, who needed an internship in the field of sport management. She was invaluable to the 

organization in its development of the plan. From the Board meetings in this period  came the 

revised vision, mission, values and aims visible today, as seen in chapter one.  Much of the 

ethos of the Association was expressed in the African word, UBUNTU. This led to the 

decision to include UBUNTU into the title of the 2009 Congress, óPractice and research in 

physical education and sport in the spirit of UBUNTUô. 

The name of the organization was reviewed. The Board decided that the name would stay the 

same for the next four years. The design element was also reviewed, and it was determined 

that it would also remain the same. The color purple was also determined to be fully 

appropriate, as it is the universal color symbolizing women.  

Membership benefits included a quadrennial international congress; an annual Bulletin and 

newsletter, sharing membersô news across the globe; a continuation and growth of interested 

practitioners, researchers and policy makes sharing in promoting life-enhancing opportunities 

for girls and women in physical education and sport; and research support and endorsement, 

through a committee of consultants, for international development. 
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As a result of the need for a strategic plan, the Executive Board discussed the basis for 

programs, projects, and initiatives engaged in by the Association. Values clustered into five 

main categories: human rights (inclusive, equity, access/opportunity, diversity, legacy); 

quality (active participation, health, research, monitoring education); united voice 

(international networks, cooperation, collaboration, advocacy, promotion); ethics (fairness, 

respect, support, transparency, nurturing, caring, sharing, social responsibility); and 

leadership (responsibility, ownership, positive role models, knowledge, skills, vision, 

flexibility, responsiveness).  

Improving communication 

Part of the new strategic plan involved Dr Tansin Benn serving as an amazing 

Communications Coordinator. She, Amanda Bennett (UK ï Treasurer), and the outgoing 

president, Dr Margaret Talbot, worked tirelessly to secure a viable website and literally 

changed the face of communications for the Association. The website is www.iapesgw.org 

and continues to be one of the strengths of the organization. Special thanks to Jenny Warner, 

the talented web master, located in the UK. Country representatives were clearly enhanced 

during this time. Roles were delineated for the representatives to: promote the Association in 

their country, encourage new membership and nominate for Executive Board positions; act as 

a point of collection and dissemination of information between the EB and Association 

members; keep a database of members in the country and collect membership fees when due, 

holding them until meeting the Treasurer at IAPESGW Congress; ensure Associationôs 

Secretary/Treasurerôs database for members in each country is up to date with full email 

addresses; submit electronically to Communications Coordinator any ongoing news for 

website; newsletter and Bulletin deadlines need to be met; receive electronic copies of 

newsletters and Bulletins on behalf of members in countries and assume responsibility for 

disseminating these to all country members electronically; encourage young women to apply 

to be considered for the Kluka-Love Award; nominate outstanding women for the Dorothy 

Ainsworth and Lynn Vendien Awards. 

A PowerPoint presentation was created and made available for EB members and country 

representatives to use and/or translate for use at regional, national, or international events. 

Additionally, the first use of skype was conducted to assist in decision making of the 

organization. This was no small feat, as technology was certainly nowhere near where it is 

now! 

Networking developments 

At the EB meeting in Melbourne, Australia, IAPESGW decided to continue to collaborate 

with other international organizations. Margaret Talbot was Vice President of ICSSPE, and 

Susi-Kathi Jost was treasurer. Tansin Benn and Julrika Ullman, Darlene Kluka, and Sandra 

Gangstead represented IAPESGW on ICSP of ICSSPE. Susi-Kathi Jost also represented 

IAPESGW to the European Women Group on Women and Sport. 

As a result of the president having accepted a new position at Kennesaw State University 

(JSU) outside of Atlanta, Georgia, USA, an executive board meeting was held in 2007. A 

unique opportunity arose for the entire board to be featured as a panel at the 8
th
 annual 

Phenomenal Womenôs Conference. With their participation, the conference, hosted by KSU 

Siegel Institute for Leadership, Ethics and Character, was the first one featuring international 

women, sport and physical activity. Their contribution was stellar! As a result of the boardôs 

http://www.iapesgw.org/
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presence, the Phenomenal Womenôs Global Alliance was begun and added the areas of 

health, physical activity and sport as a cornerstone. It continues. 

Additionally, the president represented IAPESGW on the International Working Group 

(IWG) on Women and Sport. This was a particularly stressful time for the relationship to 

blossom and group with this network. Several philosophical differences arose during the 

previous eight years. These continued throughout this administrationôs tenure. In order to 

send a more appropriate messenger for IAPESGW, the president decided to send Rosa Lopez 

de DôAmico to the last meeting of the administrative cycle in Colombia. 

The second World Summit on Physical Education was held in Magglingen, Switzerland in 

2006. The Summit was successfully held under the leadership of ICSSPE and the Swiss 

Federal Office of Sport. More than 150 decision makers and researchers from science, 

politics, sport, and education, representing nearly 40 countries, included several members of 

IAPESGW leadership. IAPESGW Executive Board provided a response to the Declaration 

resulting from the Physical Education Summit. At the 2009 Congress, there was a target 

symposium on initial teacher training and continuing professional development for primary 

teachers in physical education; recommended ICSP use membership of all bodies to collate 

information on resources for primary physical education globally, disseminated through the 

IAPESGW and ICSSPE websites; recommended ICSP use membership to collate examples 

of good practice in primary physical education; contributed to establishing special interest 

groups to focus on specific areas of inclusion. IAPESGW members from twelve countries 

volunteered to participate to track issues and opportunities for Muslim girls and women in 

physical education and sport which reported through a seminar at the 2009 Congress. 

Continued cooperation and linkages between key organizations were evident. The IOC, 

ICSSPE, WomenSport International (WSI), International Working Group on Women and 

Sport (IWG), International Council of Health, Physical Education, Recreation, Sport and 

Dance (ICHPERSD), Sport Association of Arab Women (SAAW), European Women in 

Sport (EWS), Womenôs Sports Foundation (WSF ï USA), African Women in Sport 

Association (AWISA), Canadian Association for the Advancement of Women (CAAWS), 

Japanese Association of Physical Education for Women (JAPEW), Nigeria, Uganda, 

Malaysia, UK and the USA. Many of these were based upon Margaret Talbotôs professional 

connections; others were a result of other Board membersô networks. 

Lobbying for change 

Middle East focus: The Convener of Consultants, Margaret Talbot, provided three areas of 

ongoing research to which IAPESGW members continued to contribute to moving the 

strategic plan forward: Women in Leadership in sport and physical education; the status and 

implications of physical education in schools around the world, an integral part of ICSSPEôs 

ongoing research and advocacy; and Islam, women and physical activity ï a priority area 

confirmed at the 50
th
 anniversary. The most significant steps forward in lobbying for change 

involved a long-term commitment by the Board to prioritize the Middle East as a part of its 

focus over the next four years. Tansin Benn, and Margaret Talbot were instrumental in 

making the commitment into a reality, along with Sultan Qaboos University, Oman as host. 

Through much of the work of Tansin Benn and her colleagues in the Middle East, ongoing 

developments for some translation for international members became viable. Representatives 

in Turkey also translated the website and raised membership. 
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Corporate partnerships: In line with the strategic plan, a partnership was established with 

GeoFitness, Inc., a USA-based woman-led fitness corporation (through the efforts of its Vice 

President, Michael Cordier and the IAPESGW president). The organization also partnered 

with eight USA-based fitness/sport companies to offer a USA pavilion at the world congress. 

This initiative was organized and implemented by Michael Cordier.  

Grant applications: Following the strategic plan, Janice Crosswhite (Australia), made a bid 

for $25,000 USD on behalf of IAPESGW to the Global Fund for Women to support the 

world congress and other work; unfortunately, it was not funded. 

Invited speaker events / conferences  

A unique occurrence relative to special conferences was hosted in the USA, directly targeting 

the enhancement of girls and women in sport through serious discussion of critical issues. 

The 2005 International Summit held in Atlanta, Georgia, Affecting social change through 

womenôs leadership in sport, was hosted by Kennesaw State University, in association with 

the United States Olympic Committee (USOC) and the International Labor Organizationôs 

(ILO) Universitas Network. It was the only conference held in the USA that was included on 

the agenda of the UNôs 2005 International Year of Sport and Physical Education. The newly 

elected president of IAPESGW served as one of the keynote speakers. 

Prior to the commencement of the Summit, and concurrently during the conference, a Women 

leaders for social change Consortium was held. Its purpose was to bring key academic and 

professional leaders together to discuss important issues which encompass social change 

through sport initiatives and the role of womenôs leadership in furthering the movement. A 

major outcome of the consortium efforts was a monograph that included the formulation of 

recommendations and guidelines for facilitating the mobilization of women to make a 

difference at community level throughout the world, using physical education, physical 

activity, and sport as vehicles for positive change. Several women leaders who had been 

members of IAPESGW were instrumental in the development of commitments to women and 

sport globally. 

Protecting histories ï archive developments 

A new award was established as a mark of respect for Chiyoe Matsumoto (Japan), an 

honorary life member, and in gratitude for a donated gift to the Association. The award, the 

IAPESGW Dance Development Award, was designed to honour a respected dance 

practitioner/researcher who has sustained a strong reputation over many years and continues 

to work in the field of Dance Education. The award is presented at the quadrennial congress 

events.   

Another new award was established during this administration, thanks to a financial gift by 

Darlene Kluka (USA) and Phyllis Love (USA), the Kluka/Love Young Professional Award. 

This award honours a young professional under the age of 35 who is viewed as an up-and-

coming individual, contributing to the area of women and sport through leadership, service, 

research, and/or education. An award is presented at the quadrennial congress events. 

In 2009 documents from this administration were forwarded electronically to the new 

President, Tansin Benn, in order to provide additional information and further continue the 

development of archives. Through this administration, archives were kept at Smith College, 
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USA, at the central library there, with many thanks to Christine Shelton, a past Vice-

President of IAPESGW, 1997-2005. 

Publications and IAPESGW Newsletters  

The year, 2005, was declared the International Year of Sport and Physical Education by the 

United Nations, an historical ófirstô. Many publications became available in a variety of 

countries worldwide. As a result, several IAPESGW members published articles on the topic 

of physical education and sport in the lives of girls and women. The United Nations 

published a book indicative of this topic and can be found on the UN website in the archive 

area. 

Bulletins were published annually as well as newsletters. Under the leadership of Tansin 

Benn, as coordinator of communications, and Amanda Bennet, communication with members 

improved substantially which included new looks for the Bulletin, Newsletter, email, and 

website. Bulletins and newsletter were regular and information-filled throughout 2005-2009. 

As a follow-up to the 2008 study week in Oman, discussions arose with Routledge 

International involving Tansin Benn, Gertrud Pfister and Haifaa Jawad as editors for a book, 

Muslim Women and Sport. The book was published in 2011. 

Symposia / workshops / seminars / congress  

After much effort since an important seminar at the 2005 Edmonton Congress on the issues 

of Islam, women and physical activity, IAPESGW organized (by Tansin Benn, Margaret 

Talbot, and Yousra Al Sinani) and participated in a study week hosted by Sultan Qaboos 

University, Muscat, Oman in 2008. This is documented in chapter 5 in detail. A seminal 

declaration óAccept and Respectô, was orchestrated and shared internationally in many 

languages. This met with hearty congratulations from those in international leadership and is 

still being utilized, over a decade later.  

During the ICSEMIS Conference (2008) in Guangzhou, China, a successful IAPESGW 

seminar was held. Margaret Talbot organized an outstanding session involving work and 

issues in Muslim countries (Tansin Benn with Maryam Koushkie) and a tool to implement 

the Brighton Declaration (Darlene Kluka and Anneliese Goslin). Over 70 attended the 

seminar. 

Throughout the final year of this administration, IAPESGW was well represented at 

international meetings/workshops/seminars in Libya, France, Turkey, Australia, Finland, 

Colombia, USA, UK, Portugal, Venezuela, Cuba, Bahrain, Iran, Macau, China, South Africa, 

Oman, and Egypt. The Board, collectively, led the association with pride and distinction on 

all continents. Margaret Talbot was elected to President of ICSSPE; Susi-Kathi Jost was 

elected as Treasurer; Tansin Benn was elected to the ICSSPE Executive Board; Amanda 

Bennett was elected as European Women and Sport Chair; and Rosa Lopez de DôAmico 

attended as the official IAPESGW representative to the IWG meeting in Colombia.  

As a leadup to the 60
th
 anniversary of the world congress, at the AAHPERD Convention, held 

in Tampa, Florida (2009), IAPESGW held a session celebrating 60 years of international 

commitment. Speakers included Margaret Talbot, past president, Anneliese Goslin, chair of 

the scientific program committee for the 60
th
 anniversary congress, and Darlene Kluka, 
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president. An international reception was also held to invite AAHPERD/NAGWS members 

to attend the world congress. An historical overview of the association, along with highlights 

of international commitment throughout the years, an overview of current initiatives and 

plans, and details about upcoming congress program and festivities were shared.  

To prepare for the quadrennial world congress, an executive board meeting was held in 

Stellenbosch, South Africa in May 2008. It was hosted by the congress organizing committee, 

and by Doreen Solomons, the congress organizer and together, they provided an atmosphere 

that fostered productivity and familiarity with the future site. A partnership, through the LOC, 

was created with Kulula Airlines for discounted domestic airfare rates for those attending.  

Work was focused upon the congress in July 2009. South Africaôs, Doreen Solomons and 

Anneliese Goslin (chair of the scientific and program committee), partnered with 

Stellenbosch University, the University of Pretoria, and divisions of the South African 

government (national, provincial, and local levels) to produce an outstanding world congress.  

The 60
th
 Anniversary of the IAPESGW World Congress was held successfully at 

Stellenbosch University in South Africa. Keynotes included Dr. Sherylle Calder (South 

Africa), only woman sport scientist to work in professional menôs sports in South Africa; 

Doreen Solomons (South Africa), a long-time member and former South African Ministry of 

Education coordinator for physical education; and Beth Kirkpatrick (USA), leader in the use 

of technology in physical education and sport programs, particularly designed for girls and 

women. Kirkpatrick was sponsored by Polar Heartrate Monitors. Michael Cordier, having 

championed a USA Pavilion at the congress, solicited ten companies to display products for 

the attendees. An additional treat was an interactive session on cup stacking, and each 

received a free personal set of the product. The entire congress celebrated the 60
 
years that 

had passed. A huge anniversary cake was shared by all, and several of IAPESGWôs past 

board members joined the celebration. Of note was the attendance of Chiyoe Matsumodo, in 

her 80ôs. Over 300 were in attendance. At the end of the business meetings, Dr Tansin Benn 

was elected president to lead the organization for the next four years. 

Challenges and strengths of the quadrennial period 

Challenges: 

Funding issues continued to be limiting for the full-functioning of the organization. There 

was no profit made by the congress. However, IAPESGW did not realize a loss. An 

additional 68 members were added as a result of including membership within the 

registration fee.  

Having a four-year strategic plan was extremely beneficial to the health and future of the 

organization. Continuing the monitoring of and future planning will always continue as a 

challenge to those who will be in leadership capacities on the boards. 

Strengths: 

One of the most amazing strengths of the association lies in its members: their dedication, 

passion, and determination of IAPESGW members to utilize resources, both personal and 

professional, to continue the viability of the organization. I am eternally touched by the 

collective generosity of members. 
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The organization, through its membership, continues to fill gaps that appear throughout the 

world. This group is more than just a constitution, bylaws, and congress. It is a group, drawn 

together by common purpose and the best of humanity. The adage, where there is a will, 

there is a way, is fully appropriate for this organization.  

Those who desire to serve humanity through sport and physical education have a home in 

IAPESGW. The organization continues to hold values that strive to empower girls and 

women through sport and physical education. The need for the organization continues to be 

relevant, and adjustment of the sails to overcome prevailing and unexpected winds continues 

to be a strength. 

 

3.3  IAPESGW Activities 2009 ï 2013  by Tansin Benn ï (President) 

Executive Board and membership 

President ïTansin Benn (UK); Vice Presidents Janice Crosswhite (Australia) & Rosa 

Lopez de D'Amico (Venezuela); Secretary / Treasurerï Karin Lofstrom (Canada); 

Communications Coordinator ï Maria Dinold (Austria); Anneliese Goslin (South Africa); 

Gladys Bequer (Cuba); Canan Koca (Turkey); Maryam Koushkie (Iran); Marianne Meier 

(Switzerland); Toshiko Shimauchi (Japan); Co-ordinator of the committee of consultants ï 

Darlene Kluka (USA). 

In this quadrennial period the Annual Executive Board meetings were held in South Africa, 

Cuba, Turkey and Scotland. Additional Quadrennial Congress planning meetings were 

held in Israel (Wingate Institute) and Florida (Barry University, Miami). As always the 

Association was grateful for the hospitality shown by all hosts to IAPESGW members at such 

events. It is impossible to capture everything achieved in a short report here, and much 

flowed in from the preceding quadrennial and continued into the next, but the following will 

give a flavour of the focus, efforts and contributions of people in the Association from 2009 - 

2013. 

Networking developments 

Part of our quadrennial strategy in this era was to improve networking with key partner 

groups and associations. The Association made good progress as the following examples 

highlight.  

1. IAPESGW and the International Committee of Sport Pedagogy (ICSP) 

ICSP was a working group of the International Council of Sport Science and Physical 

Education (ICSSPE). It was originally comprised of 5 and later 6 international bodies: 

IAPESGW; AIESEP (Int  Assoc for PE in Higher Education); FIEP (Federation lnternationale 

d'Education Physique); IFAPA (Int Fed of Adapted Physical Activity); ISCPES (International 

Society for Comparative Physical Education and Sport) and later ICCE (Int Council of Coaching 

Excellence). 

Much time in this period was focused on working collaboratively on a 'Quality Physical 

Education' agenda regarding devising a Position Statement (ICSSPE 2010), and benchmarking 

in Physical Education. Also, IAPESGW contributed to a collaborative 'Global Voices in 

Physical Education' research initiative. Four of the ICSP Associations worked on this project 
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IAPESGW, FIEP, ISCPES and IFAPA, using their respective networks to contribute to 

data gathering for an international qualitative and quantitative research study. The aim was 

to investigate the perceptions of teachers in physical education living and working in hard to 

reach countries around the world whose voices are relatively silent in the dominant literature. 

The first symposium on the Global Voices study was shared at ICSEMIS Conference, 

Glasgow 2012 and a fuller version at IAPESGW Cuba 2013. The project was managed by 

colleagues, led by Walter King Yan Ho (Vice President -- Education - ICSSPE) at the 

University of Macau, and further work led to publications. Later developments headed by 

ICSSPE at MINEPS V and VI meetings, culminating in the 2015 UNESCO Revised Charter 

for Physical Education, Physical Activity and Sport
7
 and the UNESCO publication óQuality 

Physical Education Policy Packageô, (January 2015)
8
.  

2. NIKE, ACSM, ICSSPE 'Designed to Move -A Physical Activity Action Agenda' 

IAPESGW was asked by ICSSPE, which led the coordination of the óDesigned to Moveô 

project with Nike and ACMS, to contribute to shaping the framework for action
9
. Many 

international organisations were invited and it was a privilege for IAPESGW to be one. It was 

published in 2012 by Nike Inc. (designedtomove.org) and continues to be highly relevant and 

useful.  

 3. IAPESGW, WSI and IWG 

In the 2009 - 2013 quadrennial period IAPESGW tried to further links between IAPESGW, 

WSI and IWG through dialogue and closer cooperation. Women within each group óhave just 

got on with itô and continued positive work on specific areas of focus that best matched 

colleaguesô interests. There were some tensions at times, not least around 2010 when the 

IWG Conference appeared to be turning into a competitor for the IAPESGW quadrennial 

event, becoming predominantly scientifically based, when it had been established with a 

commitment not to become a competitive.
10

,
11

  With goodwill and open communications 

these issues were resolved, we still have three associations, they share a mission and vision 

and all operate in distinctive and supportive ways for the benefit of girls and women in all 

aspects of physical activity. A fuller background of the WSI, IWG, IAPESGW history is told 

in Chapter 6.  

Lobbying for change 

IAPESGW has also been proactive in lobbying for change to advantage girls and women 

by giving Position Statements, alongside other associations, to influence change, for example 

around constraining dress codes of sports governing bodies that exclude some women from 

participation. The international lobbying platform has influenced change, for example, in 

                                                 

7
 https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000235409 

8
 http://www.icsspe.org/content/quality-physical-education-policy-package 

9
 http://www.designedtomove.org/ 

10
 Letter from Tansin Benn as President of IAPESGW to IWG, November 9

th
, 2009.  

11
 Letter emailed from Margaret Talbot to IWG, 2010, as a founder member of the Brighton Conference and 

Women in Sport movement. 
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Badminton where officials tried to force women to wear skirts or dresses instead of shorts; 

and the issue of the hijab ban in sports uniforms has also needed much attention. A ban on 

wearing the hijab had excluded many women who wanted to respect their Muslim faith by 

covering their heads during participation. This has now been addressed in some international 

sports bodies. Changes happened after a large international lobby, including IAPESGW and 

our óAccept and Respectô declaration, to allow head covering and more modest body covering, 

for example, in International Weightlifting (IWF), Football (FIFA), Beach Volleyball (FIVB) 

and Basketball (FIBA). These were major breakthroughs in terms of sports governing bodiesô 

regulatory frameworks, issues of power and equity.  

Invited speakers events / conferences 

Experts from IAPESGW have been invited to speak about the association at many events in 

various countries including: Syria, Libya, Qatar, India, Venezuela, Cuba, Australia, Iran, N. 

Cyprus, USA, UK, Turkey and Bangladesh. Specific examples include: Iranian Sports Science 

Association (March 2010), European Council of Sports Science (ECSS) Conference, Turkey 

2010, ICSEMIS, Scotland (2012), EWS London (2012), first Qatari Conference on History of 

Women and Sport (2012), and the Global Conference of Traditional Games and Sports for 

Global Understanding (India 2013). Also, in  this period we were invited to Conferences of 

partner International Associations ð ISCPES (in Venezuela) and FIEP in Slovakia which was 

positive and exciting as we found much in common at such events and enjoyed reciprocity 

with members of these associations. Representatives of ISCPES and IFAPA as well as 

ICSSPE joined us in the IAPESGW Congress in Cuba in 2013. The collaborative work of ICSP 

has brought about this harmonious wider exchange of knowledge through inter-association 

networking. Most importantly, we are ongoing members of the umbrella organization, 

ICSSPE, and continue to steer much of our efforts through that organization to ensure 

cohesive international development work. 

 

Protecting histories ï archive developments  

As the first International Association for girls and women to be established in the field in 1949, 

IAPESGW deserves a place in any archive dedicated to women in sport, physical education 

and the lives of great women who have brought us to where we are today. 

Protecting histories was also a strategic theme of the 2009 ï 2013 quadrennial period. In 2011 

a UK based 'Women and Sport' Anita White Foundation Archive opened at Chichester 

University UK and IAPESGW was invited to donate some of its historical paperwork to 

the new collection for posterity. In an increasingly digital age it is challenging to think 

of future archiving systems that can guarantee protection and survival for the researchers 

of tomorrow but the papers deposited in the UK will build on the substantial IAPESGW 

archive at Smith College Massachusetts, USA. That archive exists because the founder of 

IAPESGW was Dorothy Ainsworth, a long serving staff member at Smith College USA. 

Interested parties can find materials on the early days of IAPESGW until the late 1960s. The 

Smith College archive is open to international researchers as is the Chichester archive.  

Publications 

The work of the 2008 IAPESGW / Oman Symposium which led to the óAccept and Respect 

Declarationô and commitment to produce a book, was ongoing through this quadrennial period 

(see chapter 4). The first panel presentation on the work in progress was shared at the 2009 

South Africa Congress and the book was published by Routledge in 2011, Benn, Pfister, Jawad 

(eds), 'Muslim Women and Sport'. The foreword was written by the then President of 



38 
 

IAPESGW Professor Darlene Kluka and it tells the story of the emergence of this work 

through the association and other events, and its journey to the international platform. 

Most significantly, the 'Muslim women' focus of work for the Association emerged 

following requests for help to change negative stereotypes from Muslim members of 

IAPESGW in the late 1990s led to the decision of the Association to locate the 2001 Congress 

in Alexandria, Egypt. This is a good example of the ongoing nature of IAPESGWôs work 

between successive quadrennial periods, under different Presidents. It was also fortuitous that 

the focus of the Presidentôs (Tansin Benn) research work was on the experiences of Muslim 

girls and women in physical education and sport, enabling dovetailing of resources and 

international capability.  

IAPWSGW Newsletters 

In addition to colleague's constant publications in their 'day jobs' Executive Board members 

were often asked to support IAPESGW Newsletters. Board members contributed regularly 

across the 2009 ï 2013 period, for example through reports that kept members aware of the 

work of other linked associations on their Gender Equity progress such as the Canadian 

Association for the Advancement of Women in Sports (CAAWS), the Canadian Association of 

Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance (CAHPERD); Sport Association for Arab 

Women (SAAW), Australian Womensport and Recreation Association (AWRA); the Latin 

American Sport Management Association (ALGEDE); Japan Association of Physical 

Education for Women; Japan Society for Sport and Gender Studies; Japan Association for 

Women in Sport; American Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and 

Dance (AAHPERD); Women's Sport Foundation (WSF); events such as the Asian Games 

and the Winter and Summer Olympics; and we have an Executive Board member, Canan Koca, 

who started the first Turkish Association for Girls and Women in Physical Education and 

Sport. These were achievements celebrated through our web and other publications and 

enabled us to track international developments.  

 

IAPESGW's website 

The website was revamped in 2011 and became more user-friendly and accessible. Our web 

host Jennifer Warner in the UK started in 2009 and has been the mainstay of the website, the 

visible presence of the ongoing hard-work of members. Jenny has ensured information 

remained current, and new items were constantly fed in. It made a positive difference to our 

global interface. Thanks also to Karin Lofstrom for all she did with the difficult dual role as 

Secretary / Treasurer ð especially for taking us into the social networking age with twitter and 

facebook developments during this time.  

In conclusion, sometimes, as Board members, we can be proactive and at others we need to be 

responsive. Most importantly we have always wanted to be responsive to the needs and 

requests of members, and we continue to invite you to get in touch and help to shape the next 

four years of the Association. 
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Symposiums / Workshops 

EGYPT SYMPOSIUM 2010 ï and beyond  

In 2010 through IAPESGW and with the help of Maha Ebid, a group from across organisations 

was hosted by Alexandria University, Egypt, to discuss building closer links for Women in 

Physical Education and Sport between Europe and the Middle East. The 2008 'Accept 

and Respect' declaration was reaffirmed and plans discussed for the exchange of young 

researchers across universities between Europe and the Middle East. 

Unfortunately the Arab spring followed by unforeseeable disruptions and challenges, 

alongside a global economic crisis affected the progress of possibilities in this field. Our 

thoughts remain with those who have suffered in the ensuing turmoil across the Middle East, 

the situations and lives that have changed so radically and in different ways, the children, 

men and women, lost or maimed in war. We can only say that when the time is right to 

reconnect for the future of positive collaboration we are here.  

IRAN 2010 

In March 2010 IAPESGW was invited to the Iranian Sports Science Conference, which saw 

the start of a close association with Iranian people interested in increasing awareness about 

physical education and sport for Iranian girls and women. A Memorandum of Understanding 

was signed with the Municipality of Tehran, Iran and several IAPESGW members from UK, 

Denmark, Brazil, Venezuela and Australia were invited to contribute to conferences and 

workshops on increasing opportunities for women in Tehran. The positive relationship 

continued and later IAPESGW was invited by the Ministry of Youth and Sport to speak 

again in Iran, this and further events will be covered elsewhere.   

Challenges and Strengths of the quadrennial period 2009 ï 2013  

Challenges 

1. An unstable global context in which unforeseen changes saw previous progress 

disintegrate and peopleôs priorities changed by politics, war, economic depression, 

and desperate life situations. 

2. Reliance on volunteer colleagues whose own work or living situations continued to 

place high demands on the use of their time. 

3. Changing e-communication systems managed by too few. 

4. Finances ï as the internet gave free access to knowledge across the world it became 

harder to secure paying members to uphold, for example, the costs of running a web-

site. The previous practice of attaching money to Awards could not be sustained. A 

strategy of ensuring members had access to conferences at a better rate, has worked to 

enable enough funds to sustain web operations for the moment. Most travel expenses 

by Board members to events had to be covered either by the individual or the host of 

the event.  

Strengths 

1. The commitment of the people managing the progress of activities under IAPESGW. 

2. The cascading of reach across different countries that became possible by moving into 

new territory with the symposium in Oman in 2008. 
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3. Serendipity that the push to support Muslim women in Sport, in all its complexity, 

coincided with international interest in the field, recognition of the lack of knowledge 

and understanding in the area, and the start of major changes in sporting bodies 

regarding the need to become more inclusive of Muslim women in sport.  

4. Colleagues with skills to take the association to a better place with its website and 

social media usage.  

5. A networking approach that made major inroads in collaboration through ICSP, WSI / 

IWG links and in response to national networks through regular sharing of both 

national and international developments on the website.  

 

3.4  IAPESGW Activities  2013 ï 2017 by Rosa Lopez de DôAmico (President) 

Executive Board  

President ï Rosa Lopez de DôAmico (Venezuela), (first President from Latin America), Vice-

Presidents ï Anneliese Goslin (South Africa) & Janice Crosswhite (Australia); Secretary / 

Treasurer - Karin Lofstrom (Canada); Chair of Committee of Consultants - Tansin Benn 

(UK); Communications Coordinator ï Rosa Diketmuller (Austria); Elected Members ï Canan 

Koca (Turkey); Marianne Meier (Switzerland); Co-opted members ï Beatriz Ferreira 

(Brazil); Keh Chin (Taiwan); Maryam Koushkie Jahromi (Iran); Representative from 

previous Congress ï Gladys Bequer (Cuba); Representative from next Congress ï Darlene 

Kluka (USA). 

This quadrennial period started after the IAPESGW Congress in Cuba. The Annual Executive 

Board meetings were held in Ankara (Turkey), Teheran (Iran), Santos (Brazil) and Miami 

(USA). Additional gatherings and opportunities for planning were held in Helsinki (Finland) 

and Juiz de Fora (Brazil). As always the Association was grateful for the hospitality shown 

by all hosts to IAPESGW members at such events. Many activities were developed and are 

still in progress, some of them are presented as follows, they are presented by year and the 

month in which they took place, some highlights and publications are mentioned as well. The 

names of many people are included, we appreciate the opportunity we have had to work with 

so many and we hope that with this review you could have an idea of some of the work and 

connections developed. 

Year 2013 

April - 17
th

 Quadrennial Congress 

Quadrennial Congress, Havana, Cuba, 10
th
 ï 13

th
 April 2013. (See more details chapter 4, 

section 4.4) (New Board elected)  

May ï MINEPS V 

MINEPS V was organized by UNESCO, the German Federal Ministry of the Interior and the 

International Council of Sport Science and Physical Education (ICSSPE) in Berlin on May 

27-29, 2013.  
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The International Association of Physical Education and Sport for Girls and Women 

(IAPESGW) was present at Fifth UNESCO International Conference of Ministers and Senior 

Officials responsible for Physical Education and Sport (MINEPS V). Some of our members 

contributed to the MINEPS Declaration as we were involved with Commission 1 and 2 and 

all the previous work that it involved. Thanks to all our members who participated from July 

2012. We also hosted a promotional stand during the event for the association. Thanks to 

Maria Dinold (Austria), Tansin Benn (England), Marianne Meier (Switzerland), Gladys 

Bequer (Cuba) and Eliana Ferreira (Brazil) who were very supportive with the IAPESGW 

stand. Thanks also to our members Symeon Dagkas, Margaret Talbot and Susi-Kathi Jost 

who also shared time with us in promotion. We welcomed a new member from Egypt Ayat 

Abdel Mooty. She was one of the official representatives from Egypt and particularly 

interested in our work in Oman.  

June - IAPESGW at UNESCO meeting 

Rosa L·pez de DôAmico (IAPESGW President) had the chance to be invited to a meeting 

organized by UNESCO on "Expert Consultation on Quality Physical Education (QPE): 

óLinking practitioners to policyô" at the UNESCO headquarters, Paris, on Friday 28 June 

2013. The consultation gathered key stakeholders and practitioners to discuss, review and 

validate the findings of the worldwide survey of quality physical education commissioned by 

UNESCO and undertaken by Ken Hardman with the support of the North Western Counties 

Physical Education Association. Data from the survey, along with a call from members of the 

Intergovernmental Committee for Physical Education and Sport (CIGEPS), highlighted the 

need for the development of physical education policy and the monitoring of practice in order 

to address what has been described as a worldwide decline in physical education provision. 

Accordingly, UNESCO and North Western Counties Physical Education Association 

prepared baseline principles and indicators of QPE and Quality Physical Education Teacher 

Education (QPETE) to support governments in the improvement of policy and programme. 

Those were discussed with the invited experts and future activities were proposed. 

November  - IAPESGW at the 1st Congress of the Latin American Association for Sport 

Science, Physical Education and Dance (ALCIDED) 

In Monterrery, Mexico, at Universidad Autónoma de Nuevo León, Facultad de Organización 

Deportiva (FOD) two very important events took place. November 6 ï 8, 2013 celebrated 

both the 1st Congress of the Latin American Association for Sport Science, Physical 

Education and Dance (ALCIDED) and the traditional annual FOD congress in its 21
st
 edition 

ñPhysical Education, Sport and Applied Sciencesò. It was indeed a very special occasion in 

which Oswaldo Ceballos (Dean of FOD) invited 3 members of IAPESGW: Darlene Kluka, 

Gertrud Pfister and Rosa L·pez de DôAmico as keynote speakers. It is also important to 

mention that Mireya Medina (Vice-Dean of FOD) was a member of the Local Organizing 

Committee and was Mexicoôs IAPESGW national representative. The congress was a success 

in which 1300 participants were present.  

Other activities in 2013 

¶ Since 2013 IAPESGW members have shared their views with the ICSSPE 

consultation related to the International Charter of Physical Education and Sport. 

¶ Anneliese Goslin - IAPESGW Vice President ï was selected as 1 of the 100 most 

influential people in sport in South Africa (20 August 2013) 
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¶ Tansin Benn participated at the 8
th
 FIEP Europe congress in Bratislava ï Slovakia, 

September 2013  

¶ IAPESGWôs new brochure was translated to five different languages: English, 

German, Farsi, Portuguese and Spanish. 

October - IAPESGW was present during the IV Congress of the Latin American Association 

for Sociocultural Studies in Sport (ALESDE) that took place in Bogotá ï Colombia at 

Universidad Pedagógica Nacional, October 6 ï 8, 2013. Darlene Kluka and Rosa Lopez de 

DôAmico participated in the congress as well as the Colombian IAPESGW representative 

Luz Amelia Hoyos who hosted the event. 

Publcations: 

From IAPESGWôs research involvement with other associations in the International 

Committee of Sport Pedagogy, on the óGlobal Voicesô project several publications followed 

including: 

Holzweg, M., Ho, W., Antala, B., Benn, T., Dinold, M. Lopez de DôAmico, R., Saunders, J. 

& Bumm, K. (2013). Sharing global voices: Perceptions of physical education and school 

sport worldwide. International Journal of Physical Education 3, 35-52 

Ho, W., DôAmico, R., Dinold, M., Benn, T., Branislav, A., Keh, N. C., Diaz, G. B., Garcia, 

T., Bello, O. & Zhang, W. (2013). Quality issues for physical education development. 

Proceedings of the 4th International Conference of the Korean Society for the Study of 

Physical Education. Busan, Korea: Pusan National University, 57-66. 

Year 2014 

March - IAPESGW allowed the Pakistan Association for Women Sport to use our logo to 

promote the Seminar on the occasion of International Women Day on 8th March 2014 at 

Karachi. 

April  - IAPESGW participated at the Special Edition of the ICSSPE News ï April 6, 2014 

óInternational Day of Sport for development and Peaceô. The publication is óFostering Female 

Development through Sport. Women and Sport: Joint Efforts for Advocating óSport for 

Development and Peaceô. It was led by Marianne Meier with support from Tansin Benn and 

Rosa DôAmico. 

June - IAPESGW at the IWG Congress 2014 

The International Association of Physical Education and Sport for Girls and Women 

(IAPESGW) participated in the 6
th
  Congress of the International Working Group on Women 

and Sport (IWG), which took place in Helsinki, Finland June 12 - 15, 2014. It has to be 

acknowledged the great work that the Finish organizers led by Raija Mattila, as well as the 

government support, did to accommodate so many participants from 100 countries. 

IAPESGW was present with several Board members: Anneliese Goslin, Darlene Kluka, Rosa 

Diketm¿ller, Marianne Meier and Rosa L·pez de DôAmico. IAPESGW members who were 

present: Maria Dinold, Eliana Ferreira, Rebeca Oropeza, Susi Käthi Jost, and the wonderful 

team from Barry University, promoting the 2017 IAPESGW Congress: Kathryn Ludwig and 
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Bridget Lyons (co-chairs of local organizing committee) and Ms Sandra Acevedo. They ran 

the Barry University ï IAPESGW stand with wonderful information and motivating people to 

be part of our IAPESGW family. 

All our board members and 2017 IAPESGW co-chairs participated with papers. IAPESGW 

conducted a seminar: Working for places and voices for women in physical education and 

sport ï key moments in the life of IAPESGW. It was proposed by Margaret Talbot, Darlene 

Kluka, Aneliesse Goslin and Rosa L·pez de DôAmico. As our dear Margaret could not be 

present with us due to her health, we appreciated the support given by Maria Dinold and 

Eliana Ferreira who participated with their experiences in inclusive dance practice. Darlene, 

led the seminar providing a wonderful background and history (since 1949) of IAPESGW, 

Aneliesse shared the experience in Malawi and Rosa shared conflicts related with politics and 

sport. At the end of the seminar there were opportunities for the audience to exchange their 

experiences; it was a time to share the knowledge of IAPESGWôs diverse areas of research 

but also to collect more experiences from the audience.  

We also had the chance to have a time in the main hall to share the work we do in 

IAPESGW. We appreciate the information sent by Beatriz Ferreira (Brazil), Maryam 

Koushkie (Iran) and Keh Chin (Taiwan) that were presented as experiences of womenôs 

participation in physical activity. 

Two important events also took place in June 2014 - The first one was the signature of the 

contract with Barry University to organize our 2017 IAPESGW Congress; it took place June 

15
th
, 2014. It was a very important moment after several months of exchanging emails and 

suggestions. Thanks to Dr. Kathryn Ludwig and Dr. Bridget Lyons (co-chairs of the local 

organizing committee) for this partnership for our IAPEGW world congress 2017. 

The second one was the memorandum of understanding between the International Federation 

of Adapted Physical Activity (IFAPA) and IAPESGW. These two organizations have done 

collaborative work for quite a while in the ICSSPE working group International Committee 

for Sport Pedagogy. This MOU connects both organizations in the work that we promote for 

an inclusive physical activity for all. Special thanks Maria Dinold for being the lead link 

person across these associations in this process. 

 

August - IAPESGW at the 60th Anniversary of the Japan Association of Physical 

Education for Women (JAPEW) 

The 60th Anniversary of the Japan Association of Physical Education for Women (JAPEW) 

took place August 19th - 20th 2014 in Tokyo - Japan. Rosa L·pez de DôAmico and Tansin 

Benn (current and past presidents) were present on behalf of IAPESGW. We had the chance 

to join with 500 students, teachers and five former JAPEW presidents who had led the 

organization from 1968. Professor Chiyoe Matsumoto, now in her 90s, was able to be 

present. She was President of JAPEW for 25 years from 1968 ï 1993 and did us the honour 

of preparing a video of the earliest IAPESGW Congress events in 1949 and 1953 as the first 

conferences on physical education for girls and women that had led to the start of JAPEW in 

1958. Japan hosted the 6th IAPESGW Congress in 1969 and the film included that opening 

ceremony at which the Queen of Japan had spoken.  
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September - IAPESGW 1st Regional Congress 

One of the associationôs strategies had been to make IAPESGW more accessible in different 

countries / regions between quadrennial events. IAPESGW´s 1st Regional congress took 

place is Hacettepe University Ankara ï Turkey, September 4-5, 2014. (See details in Ch 4 

section 4.6). 

 

IAPESGW at the Korean Association of Physical Education and Sport for Girls and 

Women (KAPESGW) 60
th

 Anniversary 

The celebration of the Korean Association of Physical Education and Sport for Girls and 

Women (KAPESGW) took place September 26
th
 ï 27

th
, 2014 at Yonsei University, Seoul - 

Korea. It was a wonderful surprise for me to see the international influence of IAPESGW at 

different stages of its evolution throughout these years. KAPESGW has had 16 presidents 

since it was created 60 years ago; at the 60
th
 anniversary it was Prof. Won Young Shin, who 

has had a strong influence on the development of a national gymnastics program for health. 

Prof. Kyung Ok Yi, from Ewha Womenôs University, (KAPESGW vice president) introduced 

Prof. DôAmico to share with the students of Ewha Womenôs University in their sport 

management course, it was indeed a very nice encounter and they enjoyed the presentation. 

The opening of the 60
th
 anniversary was a moment of great importance with representatives 

from other academic organizations, e.g., Korean Alliance for Health, Physical Education, 

Recreation, and Dance, a representative from the Ministry of Culture, Sport and Tourism. 

Prof. DôAmico had the privilege on behalf of IAPESGW to extend words of appreciation and 

congratulations in that historical occasion. Prof. DôAmico had the responsibility to be the first 

keynote speaker; the other speakers were: Jeong-ae You (Korea), Miriam Guerra (Spain), 

Jong-mi Joo (Korea) and Yo-mee Lee (USA). The organizers had prepared a commemorative 

book that included all their history and several pictures of IAPESGW world congress events 

in which they were present. There was also a video with images from different historical 

moments. On the second day several papers were presented, poster session and practical 

workshops; the range of topics were from pedagogy, sport science, sport management, health 

and physical activities. This was a successful celebration, with many shared memories and 

exciting moments for the members of KAPESGW.  

IAPESGW  +  KPEASGW  =  Womenôs Development in P.E. ï (from the keynote 

presentation of Dr. Jeong Ae You (Chung-Ang University ï Korea).  

 

November - ICSP meeting at Cuba Motricidad 2014 

During the event Cuba Motricidad 2014  (November 18th ï 21
st
) in Havana, the International 

Committee of Sport Pedagogy (ICSP - ICSSPE) held its second meeting of the year. It was 

Chaired by Antala Branislav (FIEP), and the following representatives were present: Uwe 

Pühse and Marc Cloes (AIESEP), Maria Dinold (IFAPA), Airikki Pousi (FIEP), Rosa López 

de DôAmico (IAPESGW), Walter Ho (ISCPES ï ICSSPE vice-president for Education) and 

Detlef Dumon (ICSSPE Executive Director). 
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Other activities 2014 

¶ IAPESWG members shared their views of the ICSSPE consultation process regarding 

the International Charter of Physical Education and Sport. 

¶ IAPESGW continued supporting with information when required related with the 

UNESCO "Expert Consultation on Quality Physical Education (QPE) and the paper work 

that had been generated afterwards. In Medellín ï Colombia September 8 ï 10, 2014 we were 

represented by Kathy Ludwig and Luz Amelia Hoyos. 

¶ Two major works were in progress related to large publications:  1. IAPESGW 

Continent Series (5 books) and 2. Women and Sport in Latin America (Routledge) 

Publications 

In cooperation with organization members of ICSP, IAPESGW participated in two further 

publications related with the project óSharing global voices: Perceptions of physical 

education and school sportô one is published in English in the International Journal of 

Physical Education and the other one in Spanish in the journal Des-encuentros (Colombia). 

 L·pez de DôAmico, R., Ho, W., Antala, B., Dinold, M., Benn, T., Holzweg, M. (2014). 

Voces Acerca de la Educación Física en América Latina. Revista Des-encuentros 11, 6-14. 

Access: www.cenda.edu.co/desencuentros/index.php/journal/article/download/2/2. 

We are also present in a book published in Brazil- coordinated by Eliana Ferreira - in which 

there is a chapter on ICSP and the information related to the work we do in IAPESGW is 

present there: 

L·pez de DôAmico, R., Ho, W., Benn, T., Dinold, M. & Antala, B. (2014). Gesti·n e 

investigación en organizaciones académicas de educación física y deporte. En. E. Ferreira 

(ed.). Focuses on Physical Education (pp. 91ï142). Juiz de Fora, Brasil: NGIME-UFJF. 

Disponible en: https://docuri.com/download/ferreira-eliana-focuses-on-physical-

education_59a8d7def581719e12ae1b1c_pdf 

Publication from the Project QPE: 

Ho, W., L·pez de DôAmico, R., Dinold, M., Benn, T., Antala, B., Wong, B., Huang, F. y 

Holzweg, M. (2014). Quality development and reform in physical education. En C. Scheuer, 

B. Antala y M. Holzweg (eds.) Physical education: Quality in management and teaching (pp. 

46-61). Berlin: Logos Verlag. 

Year 2015 

April  - IAPESGW participated in the annual IWG meeting that took place in La Joya 

(California ï USA) between April 26th - 27
th,

 Rosa L·pez de DôAmico attended the meeting 

as the IAPESGW representative. It was a good two day meeting in a pleasant environment 

and a busy agenda. The participants in the meeting were: Ruth Maphorisa and Carole 

Oglesby (Co-Chair), Matilda Mwaba (Regional Representative, Africa), Karen Morrison 

(Regional Representative, Americas & Caribbean), Etsuko Ogasawara (Invited expert from  

Asia, but it was agreed to appoint her as the Asia Regional Representative), Kristina Thurée 

(Regional Representative, Europe), Susie Yee (Regional Representative, Oceania), Terhi 

Heinilä (co-opted  Expert), Hajera Kayee (Coïopted Expert), Game Mothibi (IWG 

http://www.cenda.edu.co/desencuentros/index.php/journal/article/download/2/2
https://docuri.com/download/ferreira-eliana-focuses-on-physical-education_59a8d7def581719e12ae1b1c_pdf
https://docuri.com/download/ferreira-eliana-focuses-on-physical-education_59a8d7def581719e12ae1b1c_pdf
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Secretariat), Boitumelo Kenosi (IWG Secretariat, Marketing and Communications Manager), 

Boingotlo Baebae (IWG Secretariat, General Office Assistant), Kari Fasting, (NGO 

Representative, WSI) and Rosa Lopez de D ôAmico (NGO Representative, IAPESGW). The 

meeting was hosted by NCAA thanks to Karen Morrinson and we appreciated all their 

hospitality, we also acknowledged the very kind support from Carole Ogelsby, who as a local 

from California was able to support us in several ways.  

September - IAPESGW at ICSSPE meetings  

September 13 ï 14, 2015 - The annual ICSSPE meeting was held in Juiz de Fora ï Brazil, at 

the University of Juiz de Fora but particularly hosted by the research center N-GIME (Núcleo 

de Pesquisa em Inclusão, Movimento e Ensino a Distância. This is a research center in 

inclusion, movement and distance education, whose coordinator is Eliana Ferreira. At the 

ICSSPE meetings IAPESGW was present in four of them: International Committee of Sport 

Pedagogy, Editorial Board, Association Board and Executive Committee. Anneliese Goslin 

and Beatriz Ferreira also participated.  

The main discussion in ICSP was related to a joint associations project with Madagascar,  

financed by ICSSPE, coordinated by Marc Cloes and supported by the ICSP organizations, 

including IAPESGW. The project coordinated by Darlene Kluka and Annelise Goslin with 

the support of IAPESGW was another project that won financial support from ICSSPE. In the 

Associationsô Board the main discussion was centered on ICSEMIS 2016.  Dates: August 

31stïSeptember 4th, 2016, in Santos ï Brazil.  

Thanks went to Eliana Ferreira, Beatriz (her mentor), and the NGIME research center, who 

were wonderful in their organization. At all times the hosts were empathetic to the needs of 

the diverse ICSSPE international group with representatives from the 5 continents.  

 

IAPESGW present at the 2
nd

 Congress of the Latin American Sport Science, Physical 

Education and Dance (ALCIDED) 

The 2nd Latin American congress Juiz de Fora - Brazil, took place September 16 ï 18, 2015; 

it was organized by Eliana Ferreira (IAPESGW member) together with her research cluster 

NGIME. The congress was an interesting combination of academic but also cultural 

experiences. The LOC accommodated people from different places of the world and the main 

languages spoken were Portuguese, Spanish and English. The presentation of wheelchair 

dancing raised awareness and appreciation and was one of the most interesting experiences 

for all those who had never seen this activity before. It is also relevant to mention the children 

practicing capoeira, the university choir, and many other nice moments we all experienced.  

Beatriz Ferreira (IAPESGW Board) was also part of the supporting team that cooperated with 

the LOC. The presence of several IAPESGW members is also important to highlight. In 

addition to those mentioned, there were also Antonia Dalla Pria Bankoff (Brazil), Maria 

Dinold (Austria), Luz Amelia Hoyos (Colombia), Oswaldo Ceballos (Mexico) and Walter Ho 

(Macau-China). 
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December 2
nd

 IAPESGW Regional Symposium in Iran 

Invited by the Ministry of Sport and Youth in Iran, the 2nd IAPESGW Regional Symposium: 

Womenôs Empowerment in Sport, took place in Tehran, December 2015.  Several meetings 

and visits were conducted around the event (Details in Ch 4 section 4.7). 

Other activities 2015 

¶ IAPESGW was invited to the UNESCO ï V MINEPS follow up (match fixing) that 

took place this week in September in Doha-Qatar 2015. Janice Crosswhite represented 

IAPESGW. This activity was simultaneous with the ICSSPE meetings that took place in 

Brazil 

 

Year 2016 

March - 2016 

¶ Save the Dream and International Association of Physical Education and Sport for 

Girls and Women (IAPESGW) signed partnership to empower young women through sport. 

In what is a symbolic and significant announcement to mark International Womenôs Day, 

Save the Dream and the International Association of Physical Education and Sport for Girls 

and Women (IAPESGW) have announced a partnership to help empower young women and 

girls around the world through the power of sport. 

¶ Marianne Meier represented IAPESGW in an ICSSPE funded project to 

Antananarivo, Madagascar, to assist with organizing a sport structure. The project is detailed 

elsewhere in the book.  

Apr il  -  

¶ Rosa Diketmüller took part in the annual meeting of the International Working Group 

(IWG) in Women and Sport in Stockholm/Sweden 10
th
 -12

th
 April 2016, on behalf of 

IAPESGW. She presented the annual report of IAPESGW and invited delegates for the next 

IAPESGW congress in Miami in May 2017.  

¶ Rosa Diketmüller participated at the 11
th
 conference of the European Women and 

Sport took place in Stockholm/Sweden from 8
th
 ï 10

th
 of April, 2016. More than 150 

participants from 39 countries discussed future perspectives for attractive sport experiences 

for girls and boys, women and men. Rosa Diketmüller represented IAPESGW at the 

conference and she was invited to give the keynote lecture in the opening session of the 

conference on the Austrian experiences of implementing the European Strategy in Austrian 

sports.  

May - Marianne Meier participated in a two-day meeting representing IAPESGW at the 

University of Liège / Belgium with Marc Cloes (AIESEP), Claire Boursier (IFAPA), and 

Uwe Pühse (AIESEP) to discuss next steps of ICSP Madagascar mission; they prepared an 

ICSEMIS symposium, and draft article for ICSSPE publication. 
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August - IAPESGW at ICSEMIS 2016 

During the International Convention of Science, Education and Medicine in Sport - ICSEMIS 

2016, Santos, Brazil, that took place August 31st ï September 4th, 2016 IAPESGW made 

several special presentations. Under NIKE, a special seminar was held in memory of Prof. 

Margaret Talbot who died December 2014. The association organized a symposium under the 

title: Making A Difference for Girls and Women in Physical Education, Sport And Dance on a 

project started in 2014, designed to increase the visibility of women across the world who 

have made a difference in the lives of girls and women in physical education, sport and / or 

dance. The result are five books, one per continent (Africa, America, Asia, Europe and 

Oceania) in which the diversity of each continent is profiled in the lives of women (eg., 

ethnicity, disability, sexuality, geographically, culturally); physical education and school 

sport pioneers who have been leaders or project initiators with an outstanding legacy; policy / 

advocacy drivers; sport leaders and outstanding athletes; individuals who have dedicated their 

lives to community projects for girls / women; Indigenous peoples and their forms of physical 

activity; biographies and legacies. The information has been presented in different ways but 

all highlight the life of women who have made a difference in their communities, often in 

óhard to reachô countries. The financial support came from the research group "Núcleo do 

Grupo de Pesquisa em Inclusão, Movimento e Ensino a Distância [NGIME]" (Research 

Group on Inclusion, Movement and Distance Learning) coordinated by Eliana Ferreira ï 

University of Juiz da Fora. Through sponsorship from the government NGIME (Brazil) made 

it possible to publish the Five-Continents book series, requiring international cooperation 

from over 100 co-authors. Book editors from IAPSGWôs board included: Anneliese Goslin 

(Africa), Beatriz Ferreira (Americas), Canan Koca (Asia), Rosa Diketmüller (Europe), Janice 

Crosswhite (Oceania). (Details can be seen in chapter 5, section 5.2. At ICSEMIS 2016, the 

symposium was presented by Anneliese Goslin (South Africa), Beatriz Ferreira (Brazil), 

Darlene Kluka (USA), Rosa Diketmüller (Austria), Eliana Ferreira (Brazil) and Rosa López 

de DôAmico (Venezuela). In addition to the presentations of each one of the speakers, the 

books were distributed free of charge to all interested participants. We want to express our 

gratitude to Vera and Marina who supported the process and were the custodians of our Five 

Continents books. Also, we were supported by our IAPESGW Board members: Karin 

Lofstrom, Tansin Benn, Keh Chin and Marianne Meier. 

Special acknowledgment is given to: 

¶ Anneliese Goslin and Keh Chin who were keynote presenters at ICSEMIS;  

¶ Tansin Benn who was invited speaker at the Symposium in Memory of Margaret  

Talbot; 

¶ Marianne Meier who participated on a special symposium to present findings from the 

Madagascar mission.  

¶ Eliana Ferreira for finding the support to publish the Five Continents Series books 

project between Brazil and IAPESGW. 

October -Marianne Meier participated at the workshops on óGender and Sportô conducted at 

Rheinsberg Seminar organized by ICSSPE and Kennesaw State University with more than 40 

participants from 19 countries. A special input on IAPESGW was presented and leaflets 

promoted and distributed. 

December - Marianne Meier lectured on óGender and Sportô at the Tsukuba University in 

Japan as well as giving a presentation and workshop on the legacy of the 2020 Tokyo 
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Olympics at a symposium in Tokyo with a focus on female sport activity, participation, and 

representation. 

Publications 2016 

¶ Coordinators of the project: Rosa L·pez de DôAmico, Tansin Benn and Darlene 

Kluka. Editors of the volumes: Janice Crosswhite (Oceania), Beatriz Ferreira 

(America), Rosa Dikemüller (Austria), Anneliese Goslin (Africa), Canan Koca 

(Asia). (See Chaper 5) 

¶ Women and Sport in Latin America (2016) Eds. Rosa L·pez de DôAmico, Tansin 

Benn & Gertrud Pfister (Routledge). The book included 28 co-authors.  It has been 

very important to get more people involved in writing about womenôs situation in 

Physical Education and Sport in the world. (See Chapter 5) 

¶ From our participation on the QPE project the following 2016 paper was published: 

Ho, W., Ahmed, D., Wong, B., Huang, F., L·pez de DôAmico, R., Dinold, M. & 

Branislav, A. (2016). Quality Physical Education and Global Concern ï Ways Ahead 

and Future Development. Revista Electrónica Actividad Física y Ciencias, 8(1) 

Other activities 2016 

IAPESGW members have a long history of supporting ICSSPE through its various 

committees and roles over the years, During the general assembly of the International 

Council of Sport Science and Physical Education (ICSSPE) that took place in Santos ï 

Brazil, August 31st, 2016, the elections of new members of the Executive Board took place. 

We acknowledge the success of some of the following IAPESGW members who were 

elected: Vice-Presidents: Maria Dinold  (Austria) & Darlene Kluka  (USA); Board Members: 

Anneliese Goslin (South Africa) ï re-elected & Rosa L·pez de DôAmico (Venezuela) ï re-

elected. In addition Annelise Goslin was chosen to be the Chair of the Editorial Board of 

ICSSPE for the period 2017 ï 2020, and Rosa Diketmüller to be the Chair of ICSP for this 

period.  

We also acknowledge the work as ICSSPE treasurer of Susie Kathie (Switzerland) and 

Walter Ho as ICSSPE Vice-president of Education, who both stepped down of the ICSSPE 

board after 8 consecutive years in office. 

For 2017 ï 2020 Beatriz Ferreira (Brazil) and Kathy Ludwig (USA) were elected to serve in 

the ICCSPE Editorial Board, and Marianne Meier (Switzerland) in the 'Sport for development 

working group'. 

 

Year 2017 

March - Joint Statement by International Womenôs Sport, Physical Education and Physical 

Activity Organizations in the occasion of the IOC launch of Gender Equality Review Project, 

March 16, 2017. Rosa Lopez de DôAmico, President (IAPESGW founded in 1949), Deborah 

Antoine, Chief Executive Officer (Women's Sports Foundation, founded in 1974), Stiliani 

ñAniò Chroni, President (Women Sport International, founded in 1993) and Game Mothibi, 

Secretary General (International Working Group Women in Sport, 1994). 
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April  - On behalf of IAPESGW, Arisa Yagi attended the IWG annual general meeting and 

the Women Sport Leadership Conference 2017 at Juntendo University, Tokyo, Japan, April 

7-9 2017, and presented the IAPESGW report and invited the IWG members to the 18th 

IAPESGW Congress in Miami.  

Rosa Diketmüller (IAPESGW) organized an ICSP, informal meeting with 

FIEP/IFAPA/AIESEP-members in Vienna.  

May - The 18th IAPESGW Congress under the theme Women and Girls in Sport. 

Research to Action was held in Miami, USA, May 18th to 20th, 2017 at Barry University. It 

was an excellent occasion to once more promote academic debates about scientific, cultural, 

economic, historical, and political foundations and challenges of women / gender, sport, 

physical education, physical activity and dance issues in national and international contexts. 

In total we had participants from 33 countries. In this occasion we had 3 keynote 

presentations. As well as oral presentations, posters, exhibitions, symposium and workshops, 

we also had the chance to have an enriching cultural exchange with the participants. Prof. 

(Dr.) Anneliese Goslin, president of the Scientific Committee, did extraordinary work to 

bring the event to fruition. Thanks to the co-chairs Dr. Kathryn Ludwig and Dr. Bridget 

Lyons, leaders of the Local Organizing Committee, to the volunteers, as well as to the 

authorities of the university. And finally to Prof. (Dr.) Darlene Kluka who introduced Barry 

University to the IAPESGW Board and promoted the hosting of the event in this venue. 

IAPESGW has a long history of the awards we present, particularly because it gives an 

opportunity to recognise the outstanding contributors to the field and those who also 

supported the ideals of IAPESGW. At every quadrennial congress we pay our respects to 

them, as we remember their work, commitment and dedication to the vision and mission of 

IAPESGW. On this occasion the awardees are excellent examples of the legacy that is 

represented in what each one of the awards represents.  

Honorary Life Member: Tansin Benn (England), Gertrud Pfister (Germany) 

Dorothy Ainsworth Research Award: Anneliese Goslin (South Africa) 

Lynn Vendien International Leadership:  Carole Oglesby (USA) 

Audrey Bambra Legacy Award: Makoto Takahashi (Japan) 

Chiyoe Matsumoto Dance Development Award: Elba Maria Kerr (Venezuela) 

A new award was added in 2017, the Margaret Talbot Award . It was a proposal presented 

to the Board by Tansin Benn which was approved unanimously. It is a presidentôs award that 

should be given for óOutstanding Contribution to the Associationô. Margaret Talbot was a 

lifelong advocate and activist for equity in sport, physical activity and physical education. 

She was President of IAPESGW from 1997 ï 2005 and contributed to international 

networking, collaboration and cooperation for the enhancement of opportunities for girls and 

women, particularly in deprived regions of the world. During her long career in the field 

Margaret was a teacher, researcher, professor and visionary leader who made a difference in 

the lives of all who met her. She continued in international leadership as President of ICSSPE 

from 2009 until her death in 2014, with gender always holding a central place in the actions, 

declarations and publications she influenced. In her final months she continued contributing 
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to equity work as president of ICSSPE, and with UNESCO, MINEPS and other leading world 

associations. Her legacy lives on in the lives of all who follow in her footsteps. The first 

awards in honour of Margaret Talbot went to: Susi-Kathi Jost (Switzerland), Eliana Ferreira 

(Brazil), Gladys Bequer Díaz (Cuba), Doreen Solomons (South Africa), Maryam Jahromi 

Koushkie (Iran), Rohab Shahrian (Iran), Canan Koca (Turkey). 

Beatriz Ferreira received the USAôs Womenôs Sports Foundation Research Award. It was 

presented to her by Darlene Kluka. 

IAPESGW presented to Barry Universityôs Provost, Dr. John Murray a certificate to 

acknowledge the organization of the IAPESGW World Congress. 

Kari Fasting (Norway) received Carole Oglesby award on her behalf. 

Barry University presented to Lesley Visser and Rennae Stubbs the Women in Sport 

Achievement Award. 

A special token of appreciation was presented to four of our retiring members from the board 

Anneliese Goslin, Tansin Benn, Darlene Kluka and Karin Lofstrom. 

There was unanimous approval for the 19
th
 Quadrennial congress to take place in Japan, 

August 2021. Prof. Kazuko Takahashi (JAPEW President) invited all to participate at the 

IAPESGW to their hosting of the event in Tokyo August, 2021. 

 

3.5 IAPESGW Period 2017 ï 2019  

Executive Board 2017 - 2019 

President - Rosa Lopez de DôAmico (Venezuela); Vice Presidents -  Rosa Diketmueller 

(Austria)  &  Beatriz Ferreira (Brazil); Sec/Treasurer (and last congress rep)  ï Kathy Ludwig 

(USA); Communications - Janice Crosswhite  (Australia); Elected members - Marianne 

Meier (Switzerland) & Maryam Koushkie Jahromi (Iran); Co-opted members Gladys Bequer 

(Cuba),  Keh Nyit Chin (Taiwan) &  Maria Dolores Gonzalez (Spain); Organizer of next 

Congress: Arisa Yagi (Japan).  

This Executive Board started its responsibilities after the congress in Miami. The group, 

together with the country representatives, will continue working to promote exchange and 

collaborative on work as we have over  recent years with the books óMuslim Women and 

Sportô, the óFive Continents Book Seriesô and óWomen and Sport in Latin Americaô. 
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National Representatives 

Argentina Pablo Scharagrodsky 

Australia Clare Hanlon 

Austria Maria Dinold 

Botswana Kenosi Boitumelo 

Brazil Eliana Ferreira 

Canada Karin Lofstrom 

China Hui Tian 

Colombia Luz Amelia Hoyos 

Costa Rica María Ozols 

Croacia Constanza Lizaciv 

Cuba Irina Mendez 

Czeck Republic Ludmila Fialova 

Egypt Yehia Elhariri 

England Ruth Way 

Germany Gabriele Sobiech 

Ireland Tandy Haughey 

Iran Robabeh Rostami 

Japan Kazuko Takahashi 

Mexico Claudia Espinosa 

Norway Aage Radmann 

Philippines Maria Luisa Guinto-Adviento 

Portugal Paula Silva 

Puerto Rico Luisa Vélez 

Qatar Marie Fourie 

South Africa Anneliese Goslin 

Spain Carmen Rodríguez 

Swedeen Susana Hedenborg 

Switzerland Susi-Käthi Jost 

Taiwan Yu-Hsien Tseng 

UK Ruth Way 

USA Sarah Hillyer 

Venezuela Rebeca Oropeza 

June 2017 - The Board worked on a new strategic plan and responsibilities were delegated 

amongst Board members and included: the regional event for Cuba, further publications, 

communications, 2021 congress, contributions as required for ICSSPE, ICSP, UNESCO etc.  

September - Participation at the ICSSPE meetings celebrated in Luxembourg 13
th
. 

IAPESGW presented its report to ICSP meeting. From IAPESGW the following Board 

members were present: Maria Dolores Gonzalez, Rosa López de DôAmico and Rosa 

Diketmüller. We also participated at the emerging reorganisation of ICSSPE, and its 

Development Group Committee, which will replace ICSP and the Editorial Board in the next 

period. 

At the 12
th
 FIEP Europe congress that took place after the ICSSPE meetings. Maria Dolores 

Gonzalez (IAPESGW), Rosa Diketmüller (IAPESGW), Maria Dinold (IFAPA) and Claire 

Boursier (IFAPA) presented an invited symposium of the International Federation for 

Adapted Physical Activity (IFAPA) & International Association of Physical Education for 
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Girls and Women (IAPESGW) under the title: Inclusion and Diversity ï challenges for PE 

with respect to gender, culture, and different abilities. It was a symposium that contributed in 

supporting the signed MOU of both organizations. 

Other Activities 2017 

¶ On-going participation in ICSSPE discussions related with the changes in the 

organizational structure and its strategic vision  

¶ Rosa Diketmüller participated as co-editor on behalf of IAPESGW to celebrate G. 

Doll-Tepper. The publication has a contribution of Darlene Kluka on behalf of 

IAPESGW: Dumon, D., Hofmann, A. R., Diketmüller, R., Koenen, K., Bailey, R. & 

Zinkler, C. (Eds.). (2017). Passionately Inclusive: Towards Participation and 

Friendship in Sport: Festschrift für Gudrun Doll-Tepper. Münster: Waxmann. 

¶ It was approved that the Regional congress for 2018 would be held in Cuba and 2019 

in Madrid. In Madrid a private organization is organizing the congress for the first 

time. 

¶ IAPESGW and WSI were invited to join the (preparatory) work of MINEPS VI ï 

Kazan action plan. Thanks to Tansin Benn for the support in the preparatory work 

feasibility study for an Observatory for Women and \Sport, possibly in Switzerland, 

together with IWG and WSI (Int. Working Group on Women and Sport /Women 

Sport International). IAPESGW sent information and literature, particularly for 

physical education, to Ani Chroni (WSI) for including in the information. 

¶ Walter Ho (ISCPES ï International Society for Comparative Physical Education and 

Sport) invited experts for a collaborative project: FIEP, IAPESGW, IFAPA, AIESEP. 

Several IAPESGW members are involved in this international research project 

óGlobal Index of Quality Physical Education (GIQPE)ô.  

¶ Information that former IAPESGW president Helene Tollich passed away this year, 

she was 101 years old. 

Year 2018 

May - The 7th IWG World Congress on Women & Sport took place in Gaborone ï Botswana 

May 17 ï 20, at the Gaborone International Convention Center. The motto of the conference 

was óDetermine the future. Be part of the changeô.  It was a great event in which the Local 

Organizing Committee after four years of hard work finally achieved their goal to host the 

IWG Conference. The local authorities, particularly the national government, together with 

various sponsors, joined forces to celebrate and host this impressive gathering of leaders and 

practitioners who celebrated women and sport and provided many different activities for the 

participants. 

The co-chairs Ruth Maphorisa and Carole Oglesby, together with an exceptional team of 

volunteers, produced a program that balanced interesting panels, keynote speakers, oral and 

poster presentations, cultural activities and the presence of many important sport officials and 

leaders from various places of the world. 1469 participants from 74 countries registered 

which included: 177 media representatives, 84 volunteers and 40 workforces; it is estimated 

that in total there were 1227 present during the four days. 

This IWG conference provided many spaces for well-known African athletes to be on the 

stage for example: Caster Semenya (South Africa), Phiona Mutesi (Uganda) and Amantle 
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Montsho (Botswana); sport journalists; leaders of various International Federations, members 

of the IOC and NOCs as well as representatives and officials from ministries, representatives 

of NGOs who work to promote gender equity and equality, academic organizations, the 

former president of Finland, Tarja Halonen, and many more. Conference days were busy but 

there was also time to enjoy wonderful cultural presentations 

A highlight was the impressive gathering of representatives from many African nations. The 

regional gathering of Africa was impressive and congratulations to Matilda Mwamba (IWG 

Africa rep), Hajera Kajee (IWG Co-opted member) and Ruth Maphorisa (IWG co-

chairperson) who worked hard in the past four years and to make it possible to have this 

leadership in the Africa continent.  

The legacy of the IWG 2018 congress is óIWG Botswana Big 5 (strategic actions)ô; the name 

matches with the land iconic big 5 animals (rhinoceros, lion, leopard, buffalo and elephant). 

After the closing the IWG Board held meetings in Kasane and thanks for the generosity to 

combine work and discover the natural beauty of Mother Nature. 

In four yearsô time the IWG conference will be New Zealand. The host for the 8
th
 IWG 

World conference is Aotearoa ï New Zealand. IAPESGW wishes the best of luck to the new 

team and congratulations to the new co-chairs Raewyn Lovett and Ruth Maphorisa. 

At the congress, we as IAPESGW, besides the support to the organization also managed to do 

the following: 

¶ Distribute publicity regarding our regional event Madrid 2019 and information about 

Tokyo 2021 in a magazine that the Japanese delegation had with information with 

multiples events they will host until 2022. 

¶ A special IAPESGW leaflet was prepared for the event. Some photos were changed 

and contextualized with the African environment. Thanks to Anneliese Goslin and 

Kathy Ludwig who ensured the leaflet was on time.  

September - Beatriz Ferreira was invited to participate at the ICSSPE meetings on behalf of 

IAPESGW. They took place in Johannesburg ï South Africa. 

October - 3
rd

 Regional IAPESGW Congress in Havana ï Cuba. October 25
th
, 2018 

Under the umbrella of the well-known event Cubamotricidad, that is celebrated biannually in 

Cuba, the Regional Latin American Symposium of IAPESGW took place (Details in Ch 4 

section 4.8).  

Other activities 2018 

¶ Exchange of emails and support to various aspects connected with the Kazan Action 

Plan ï Gender agenda. This has been done in conjunction with IWG. 

¶ Participation in various discussions that have been connected with gender issues. 

Particularly there was active commitment among IWG, WSI and WSF to respond to: 

the IAAF eligibility regulations for female classification. A joint position statement 

was submitted to IAAF ï IAPESGW, WSI, IWG.  

¶ IAPESGW members have been supporting in various projects where invited. For 

example, there is further research in which some of our members are involved 
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connected with the ñGlobal Index of Quality Physical Education (QPE)ò coordinated 

by Walter Ho. 

¶ María Dolores is supervising an Iranian student in Madrid. She was connected with 

IAPESGW after the regional congress that took place in Teheran, IAPESGW 2015. 

¶ IAPESGW members participated in reviewing abstracts and supporting submission to 

the IWG congress Botswana 2018. 

¶ Arisa Yagi was appointed as a member of the International Congress of Physical 

Education, Health Science and Sport organising committee 2020 (replacing the 

ICSEMIS congress after notification of the ceasing of this event). It will be run by 

ICSSPE, the University and many Japanese groups and will take place in Yokohama, 

this will be very helpful for organizing IAPESGW 2021.  

¶ Arisa Yagi prepared an information video inviting people to IAPESGW 2021 Tokyo 

which was played in the booth of the Japanese public organization ñSport for 

Tomorrow Consortiumò with fliers as  part of an information booklet on IAPESGW. 

Publications 

L·pez de DôAmico, R., Ho, W., Antala, B., Benn, T., Dinold, M., Holzweg, M. (2018). 

Compartiendo perspectivas globales acerca de la Educación Física de calidad. Revista 

EDUCERE 22(72), 325-341. Available: 

http://saber.ula.ve/bitstream/handle/123456789/45181/art5.pdf?sequence=1 

Ho W, Almed, D., Lopez de DôAmico, R., Ramos, A., Ferreira, E., Ferreira, B., Franco, S.,  

Ceballos O., Bequer, G., Ramos, A., Hoyos, L., Gómez, A., Rivera, A., Van Niekerkj, R., 

Huang, F. y Wong, B. (2018). Measuring the perception of quality physical education in 

Latin American professionals. Rev Bras Ciênc Esporte 40(4):361---369. Disponible: 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rbce.2018.05.006 

The electronic journal Actividad Física y Ciencias published a special edition on Women and 

Sport. All the papers are written in Spanish, it is mostly based on research from the 

Venezuelan context. It is the first edition dedicated to women and sport of any academic 

journal in the country; in the editorial there is an explanation about IAPESGW. You can view 

this publication at the following link: 

http://revistas.upel.edu.ve/index.php/actividadfisicayciencias/issue/view/610 

 

Year 2019  

¶ This year has been very busy promoting and supporting the Regional IAPESGW 

congress that will take place in Madrid in July, but moreover because it coincides with 

IAPESGW 70
th
 anniversary. This is a great occasion to celebrate and to meet old and new 

members who will participate in this great association. For the first time IAPESGW is 

working with a private company who specializes in organizing events and is represented by 

Gerardo Bielons, who managed to get the Universidad Europea to host IAPESGW. Maria 

Dolores Gonzalez has done great work to coordinate with the LOC, plan diverse strategies to 

get additional support, and together with the other two co-chairs of the Scientific Committee: 

Rosa Diketmüller and Carmen Rodriguez, have been working in the academic and social 

program. 

http://saber.ula.ve/bitstream/handle/123456789/45181/art5.pdf?sequence=1
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rbce.2018.05.006
http://revistas.upel.edu.ve/index.php/actividadfisicayciencias/issue/view/610
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¶ Cooperation with the new IWG organizers IWG New Zealand 2022. They have been 

very active since December 2018 and are at present agreeing a new plan for the four years 

ahead. They have communicated extensively and for the first IWG Board meeting several 

venues were mentioned, finally in early March it was decided that it will take place in 

London, UK in June. Rosa Diketmuller (Vice President) represented IAPESGW at the 

meeting. 

At the moment of writing this review (April  2019), we have not yet arrived at the half way 

point of this quadrennial period. We are looking forward to our Regional congress in Spain 

and the 70
th
 anniversary of IAPESGW to celebrate the rich history of our organization. In the 

immediate plans each IAPESGW Board member has objectives that were identified in our 

last meeting October 2018; we will continue working to achieve those goals. We continue 

supporting each other, promoting our values, empowering women and making our 

representatives and membership visible, encouraging them to share and develop their 

expertise, to participate in projects, publications and meetings where possible. 

 

Challenges  

We have many challenges, for example: 

¶ Working with professionals, who are volunteers for the association, means there has 

to be flexibility to work around everyoneôs commitments. The strength of working 

with such people is that they are still connected to the ground and are the very people 

who make what we all work for possible.   

¶ Finances are our greatest challenge. We are a non-profit organization and we depend 

largely on the congress events for membership fees. These are mainly used for 

professional web support which gives us international visibility.  

¶ Reliance on the generosity of Universities to host our events, but as scientific events 

these venues are the most appropriate.  

¶ Raising sponsorship and funds has never been a strength and dependence on 

volunteers in many projects leaves little time for such activity.   

¶ Over dependence on participantsô good-will and ability to pay for most of their 

international travel to meetings and congress events. We have managed to do this, 

sometimes with support from Universities, even in supporting IWG and ICSSPE 

representation, but sometimes we can lose continuity in meetings because different 

people attend on successive occasions.     

¶ Living through political and unstable times that affect the participation or mobility of 

our members, for example with 9/11 and our 2001 Egyptian Congress, the effects of 

the Arab spring and increasing political barriers to international travel.    

¶ Personally, it has been a challenge to be the first Latin American person to be 

president of IAPESGW. In some places I have felt negativity - that a person coming 

from a country or region such as mine has very little to offer - and on occasions, I 

have observed pejorative attitudes. Nevertheless, with the great Board and family of 

IAPESGW we have been able to open new doors, to give a chance to many, without 

discrimination and to really practice inclusiveness. I think such opportunities are 

essential for academics and leaders outside of the West or Global North and moreover 

to really give a chance to spread the voice of our mission and vision internationally.   
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Strengths 

In our strengths we identify:  

¶ IAPESGWôs web provider Vaga Associaties, Nikky Enoch and our regular resource 

editor Jenny Warner, have been dedicated and reliable over the last ten years. The 

monthly updates Jenny has collated and uploaded have been excellent and appreciated 

internationally. The challenge now is that they are retiring at the end of this year and 

we are searching for similar capability, empathy and support, in another provider, 

within our limited means. Thank you to Vaga Associates ï Nikki Enoch and Jenny 

Warner.  

¶ Collaborations, our research, publications and actions have demonstrated our 

capability in finding ways to work with like-minded people across the world, 

organisations and individuals, who share a similar passion and diligence in 

completing what they set out to achieve. In that sense we have served our members 

well and others beyond the membership requesting our support.  

¶ Distinctiveness in the number of co-authors and countries involved in recent 

publications capturing life experiences of women across the world, and particularly in 

óhard to reachô areas, geographically or culturally, for example in the óMuslim Women 

and Sportô and óWomen and Sport in Latin Americaô books and the óFive Continentsô 

book series. 

¶ A 70 year history now published for posterity between 1949 and 2019 as a lasting 

legacy of the sustained voluntary contributions of so many women from across the 

world.  

¶ Recognition that IAPESGW has been a springboard for other similar local 

associations, also enjoying longevity, and involving us, for example in recent 

celebrations of 60
th
 anniversaries in Japan ï JAPEW and Korea KAPESGW.  

¶ International reach through ósister organisationsô WSI and IWG, many linked physical 
education dance and sport organisations under ICSSPE, an eclectic Executive Board 

working in different regions, and a broad membership from many countries, enhanced 

in recent years through regional as well as quadrennial congress / symposium events.  

In spite of all the work that represents being part of this organization and the implications that 

it brings at personal, political, economic, social and cultural levels, it is rewarding to reflect 

on the long processes involved in developing such connections and achievements 

internationally.   

As our Cuban friends say: óA better world is possibleô. I also strongly believe that the work 

we do in IAPESGW is based on the spirit of Ubuntu; as our African colleagues shared with 

us: óI exist because we areô. The history continues and IAPESGW moves forward from here.  
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CHAPTER FOUR  

 Congress Events 

4.1 ï 14
th

 Quadrennial Congress 2001 ï University of Alexandria, Egypt. 

 October 26
th
 ï 29

th
 2001; Delegates ï 200, from 40 Countries

12
  

The Conference was held under the auspices of Mrs Suzan Mubarak, wife of the President of 

the Arab Republic of Egypt. 

Theme óLifelong Learning ï Active Girls and Womenô  

 

The 2001 Congress in Egypt turned out to be the most challenging Congress event in 

IAPESGWôs history. This was because of the 9/11 bombings in the USA that impacted on the 

world. The organisation for this event at the University of Alexandria, Egypt, had been going 

on for four years and it looked destined to be a diverse gathering from all continents, with a 

full scientific programme and a wonderful opportunity to be in the Middle East for new 

exchanges of cultures, knowledge and discussion.  

The years of preparation had been undertaken by staff from the Faculty of Physical Education 

for Girls in Alexandria, who had secured support and contributions by Suzan Mubarak, at the 

time the wife of the President of the Arab Republic of Egypt and the President of the National 

Council of Europe; Professor Dr Mofeed Shehab, Minister of High Education and State of 

Science Research;  and Professor Dr Mohamed Nasr El Deen Dmair, President of Alexandria 

University. Special mention must go to: Professor Dr Saadia Abdelgawad Shiha, Dean of the 

Faculty of Physical Education for Girls at Alexandria University, Dr Nabila A. Abdelrahman, 

Emeritus Professor in the Department of Physical Training and Movement Sciences, 

Alexandria University and the High Committee of Womenôs Sport in the Ministry of Youth; 

and Professor Dr Maha Ebid from the Faculty who was on the IAPESGW Executive Board 

                                                 

12
 Bulletin of IAPESGW 2002, Vol. 11 
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managing the event as a coordinator between the University and the Association. The IOC 

had allocated some funding to this conference to enable attendance by delegates from less 

developed countries.
13

  

The ensuing chaos and fear affected everyone during the six weeks between the 9/11 

atrocities and the Congress. There were urgent communications, cancellations, University 

decrees that academics could not travel to the Middle East, particularly the USA, and 

difficulties confirming those who could and wanted to travel to try to make sense of 

reorganising the Congress days. The IAPESGW Board, and Margaret Talbot with Maha Ebid 

and the Alexandria team worked tirelessly to bring the event to fruition, albeit with half the 

intended delegates, which was devastating.   

As one of the 200 (150 international and 50 nationals) who did attend, I can report that we 

were met with a warm welcome and deep appreciation for contributing to what turned out to 

be a valuable Congress, with a special camaraderie amongst those attending and those hosting 

the event. Of course each day began with reorganisation of sessions, speakers, schedules, 

rooms etc. and eventually we were relying on chalk-board updates that regularly changed. 

However, it happened, thanks to the organisers and the patience and good-will amongst 

participants.  

Since it has not been possible to find a copy of those delegates or keynote speakers who did 

make it to Egypt, I will simply list the names of key people planned to lead on the keynote 

panel addresses. I do know that most from the USA and Japan did not make it, as well as 

many from other countries, including Pat Shenton, an intended keynote from the UK. 

Scheduled Panel leaders planned included: Professor Patricia Shenton, Head of the Center for 

Physical Education, Sport and Dance, Liverpool John Moores University, England (her talk 

was presented by Dr Margaret Whitehead UK); Dr Kawsar H. Kouchok, Professor at the 

Faculty of Education, Helwan University, Cairo, Egypt; Dr Martha Brady, Population 

Council USA in the Gender, Family and Development programme with specialisms in 

womenôs health, the health and well-being of future generations, and African-womenôs lives 

in resource-poor settings and Professor Margaret Talbot, President of IAPESGW.  

Key Themes of the event were introduced by panels of invited speakers then delegates 

presented papers in a range of spaces across the University: 

1. Education and Professional Development   

2. Pedagogy and Curriculum Development   

3. Science and Research  

4. Development of Sport and Dance in the Community 

6. Policy, Equity and Social Justice 

                                                 

13
 Bulletin of IAPESGW Vol. 10 ï Millennium Edition 2000/2001 
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Reflections by Margaret Talbot  

Indications of the impact of supporting the steering of IAPESGW with the University of 

Alexandria through this crisis were reflected in the following keynote presentation by 

Professor Margaret Talbot at the quadrennial congress held in Canada four years later in 

2005:  

There is a need to reflect on the unpredictability of the world we live in, for example, 

the deterioration of Middle East peace, the disaster of 9/11 and fear of war and global 

repercussions for those travelling to the IAPESGW Egypt Conference only six weeks 

later. Airlines, insurance companies and employees had dictated travel limitations and 

there was an inevitable impact on IAPESGWôs 14
th
 Quadrennial Congress. Despite 

the troubles, over 200 delegates from 40 countries participated ï a tribute to the 

courage and commitment of Egyptian hosts and participants.  

It was a time for: reaffirmation of the need for organisations which encourage 

international understanding; reaffirmation of physical education, sport and dance as a 

means of transcending difference and promoting positive values.  

There is a need to promote our core values ï education, social justice, active 

participation and engagement. We need to make use of our membership of ICSSPE, 

(and thereby WHO, IOC and UNESCO); and to utilise our independence as an NGO 

to access collective wisdom and professional commitment, with a specific mission for 

women and girls, physical education, community physical activity and bridge 

building.
14

  

Maha M. Shafik Ebeid  

(Faculty of Physical Education, University of Alexandria, 14
th
 Conference organisation team, 

and IAPESGW Executive Board member 2001 ï 2005) 

Article abstract "Investing in Challenge" ï a presentation made at the 2008 IAPESGW / SQU 

Symposium week óIncreasing Opportunities for Muslim Girls and Women in Physical 

Education and Sportô.  

The 14
th
 IAPESGW International Congress "Lifelong Learning - towards active girls 

and women" was held in Alexandria with the cooperation of my Faculty at Alexandria 

University, Egypt and IAPESGW. This was an opportunity that offered itself to me 

whilst working in the department of physical education and I took it. Since then I 

learned how important it is to be part of the global world and never afraid of different 

cultures because others are not as we thought and, indeed, we are not as they think!   

I learned if I needed to move forward in my life no-one was better placed than me to 

do this. Together we should investigate the challenges that Muslim women are facing. 

The big issues are always about the visibility of us in sport. And why we are under-

                                                 

14
 Keynote speech by Margaret Talbot, donated by David Talbot, (this will be donated to the Women and Sport 

Archive Chichester University, after the publication of this book.)  
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represented on the global platform. Where are we in the international agenda as 

Muslim girls and women and how can we become part of greater dialogue and co-

operation?  

Where is your voice to be heard? Friends, there is no echo of your voice at the table - 

you need to be there yourself!   That is why we are here (Oman 2008 IAPESGW 

Seminar week) this week and we will all be strengthened by the experience. I learned 

much as organiser of the IAPESGW Quadrennial Congress in 2001, and carried the 

positive lessons of perseverance, courage and strength in solidarity, through my life 

and work thereafter.   

 

4.2 - 15
th

 Quadrennial Congress 2005 ï University of Alberta, Edmonton, Canada. 

10
th
 ï 13

th
 August 2005 

Theme óLeadership and Learningô 

Delegates ï 265, Countries ï 35 

Reported Highlights by Nancy Melnychuk and 

Deanna Binder, Congress Co-Chairs
15

 

The 2005 IAPESGW International Congress, which 

took place from 10 ï 13
th
 of August, 2005 in 

Edmonton, Canada, was hosted jointly by the faculties 

of Education and Physical Education and Recreation of 

the University of Alberta, and under the patronage of 

the International Committee for Sport Science and 

Physical Education, the Congress welcomed 265 

participants from over 35 countries. 

Prior to the Congress there was a day Research Symposium (August 10
th
 ) óAdvancing 

Gender Equity in Sport Organizations: What Does the Research Tell Us?ô Forty participants 

attended from around the world. There was much worthwhile discussion and sharing of 

information in this opportunity to exchange knowledge on an international platform. 

IAPESGW Congress 2005 was titled óLearning and Leadership: Womenôs Influence in 

Policy, Research and Practiceô and highlighted a different program theme on each day of the 

Congress. Workshops, presentations and posters on Thursday, August 11 focussed on 

óWomen Leadingô and profiled the latest research on the status and circumstances of womenôs 

participation in leadership roles in sport and physical education. Friday focused on 

óLeadership, Culture and Diversityô highlighting leadership challenges, programs and 

projects from the perspective of multiple cultural traditions. The final day of the program, 

óInfluencing Policy and Practiceô highlighted the challenges of influencing policy decisions, 

                                                 

15
 IAPESGW Newsletter November 2005 
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and implementing program initiatives to improve the status and participation levels of women 

in sport and physical education.  

Congress 2005 featured four outstanding international keynote speakers. It was launched by a 

passionate presentation from the outgoing president of IAPESGW, Dr Margaret Talbot, 

former Chief Executive Officer of the UK Central Council of Physical Recreation.  Dr Talbot 

urged participants to examine their own prejudices and predispositions, and to move the 

movement in support of women and girls in PE and sport forward with an acknowledgement 

of the multiple and complex worldviews of people in different parts of the world.   

Other keynote speakers included:  

¶ from Sri Lanka, Professor Lilamani de Soysa, Project Manager with the International 

Table Tennis Federation and responsible for developing and promoting gender equity 

policies and initiatives. 

¶ from Brazil, Dr Sandra Matsudo, General Director of the Physical Fitness Research center 

in São Caetano do Sul, São Paulo, Brazil.  

¶ from Canada, Marion Lay, President and Chief Executive Officer of ó2010 Legacies 

Nowô, an organization working to ensure every region of British Columbia benefits from 

the arts, volunteer, literacy, sports and recreation legacies of the 2010 Winter Olympics.   

Dr Gudrun Doll-Tepper, President of the International Committee for Sport Science and 

Physical Education, chaired a well-received Roundtable Response and Discussion session 

following each of the keynote speakers. Other program highlights included dance workshop 

groups from Japan and South Africa, a multicultural restaurant evening, and a banquet 

celebration at Fort Edmonton Park. 

In the media coverage for the Congress, Dr Talbot emphasized that the role of sport [in the 

lives of women and girls] goes way beyond the worldôs rinks and athletic fields.  She gave 

examples such as ï óIn rural Egypté a program that sees teenage girls play volleyball, soccer 

and basketball is considered a front-line defence against genital mutilation and early 

marriageô. Margaret Talbot also noted that IAPESGW has a very special role in helping to 

build the confidence, skills and understanding which girls and young women need for 

lifelong participation and achievement in and through sport and physical activity. 

Over $60,000 from Congress Partners helped to cover the costs. These Partners included:  

¶ Canadian Heritage, Sport Canada 

¶ Alberta Sport, Recreation, Parks & Wildlife Foundation, Alberta Community 

Development 

¶ City of Edmonton 

¶ Canadian Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance 

¶ Health and Physical Education Council of the Alberta Teachersô Association 

¶ Canadian Association for the Advancement of Women in Sport 

¶ Canadian Centre for Ethics in Sport 

¶ Status of Women Canada 

¶ In Motion Network 

¶ University of Alberta: Faculty of Education, and Faculty of Physical Education 

and Recreation.  
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Wonderful work by the Congress 2005 Organizing Committee created a memorable Congress 

experience for all participants.  To these individuals we extend our heartfelt thanks: Patti 

Balance, Shelley Barthel, Penny Gardner, Joanne Gesell, Doug Gleddie, Ann Hall, Dru 

Marshall, George Multamaki and Jane Vallentyne.    

The conference included a wide spectrum of presentations, workshops and discussions 

including: womenôs leadership, physical education in different countries, dance in education, 

cultural diversity, organisational presentations eg CAAWS, gender equity, human rights, 

gender reassignment and homophobia.  

óI think the biggest thing we accomplish [at these Congresses] is dialogue between people of 

very different cultures and environmentsô (Talbot in an interview with Trish Audette, 

Edmonton Journal, Wednesday, August 10, 2005). 

AWARDS 

As a tribute to Audrey Bambra (UK) a long-standing member and leader with IAPESGW, the 

Audrey Bambra Award  was presented for the first time at this 2005 Congress and it went to 

Doreen Solomons for her long-standing commitment to teaching and learning and her work 

with the Dance Teachers of South Africa. 

Honorary Life Membership was awarded to Professor Margaret Talbot in recognition of her 

long-standing and ongoing commitment to the organisation and her 8 years as president 1997 

ï 2005. This was the first time the Award had been presented since 1993.  

 

óFood for Thoughtô - Reflections on the Edmonton Congress by Lynn Embry 

(Australia)
16

 

The Canadians are to be congratulated on conducting a positive Congress that has helped 

IAPESGW re-establish its visibility after the 2001 Congress which was traumatised by the 

events of 9/11. 

One aspect of the Edmonton Congress which needs further discussion is the way in which it 

served as a óhoney potô for other organisations. By this I mean the way in which other 

organisations used the Congress for meetings and promotions. The ICSSPE Executive met 

prior to the official programme and this seemed to be an efficient way to cater for people 

closely involved in both, especially since ICSSPE is often referred to as the óumbrella 

organisationô. IWG held meetings and promoted its 4
th
 World Conference on Women and 

Sport to be held in Japan in 2006 within the main Congress programme. WSI also held 

meetings. CAAWS used the Congress to profile a range of its activities in Canada.  

This óhoney potô role raises a number of points that IAPESGW members may wish to ponder. 

It is to IAPESGWôs credit that it attracts such an array of kindred associations and that they 

feel comfortable together. On the other hand some of the activities took place without any 

discussion with IAPESGW and so at times it was rather confusing as to which organisation 
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was really hosting the Congress. Perhaps a little more recognition of protocol would have 

been in order.  

Perhaps the biggest question to be addressed is the need for three international women and 

sport organisations. Are the roles undertaken by each sufficiently different to justify discrete 

organisations or would a unified approach be more beneficial especially when dealing with 

Governments and sports organisations? The physical education profession has long been used 

to the parallel existence of international professional associations such as FIEP, ICHPER.SD 

and ICSSPE, to name a few. When challenged about the apparent duplication and confusion 

the then President of FIEP, the late John Andrews, simply replied that there was so much 

work to be done that no one organisation could do it all and that more voices could be heard. 

Perhaps that is the real issue with the multiplicity of international women and sport 

organisations: there is so much to be done to improve the lot of girls and women in sport that 

all organisations are needed and many voices need to be heard. More transparent 

communication between the organisations and to their respective members, however, is 

needed if the voices are to be raised with most effect. 

From the moment we arrived to the moment we left, nothing was ever too much. Everyone 

involved in the planning, organisation and delivery should be congratulated. Not only the 

planning committee but everyone who helped make the conference such a success, from our 

IT support that meant everything was ready to go when we arrived, to the ladies who 

provided such excellent lunches. 

The conference atmosphere encouraged interaction, be it between members from different 

countries or between members from the same countries. Everyone had a place and was 

encouraged to share their experiences and work. First time presenters worked alongside more 

experienced colleagues to provide variety in both research and practical applications. 

Reflections - Beverley Siver, ProMOTION Plus Executive Director
17

  

óWhat struck me from the conference was the revelation of where we sit in the world, what 

other people donôt have, and what we take for grantedô (cited Long, 2005). Siver was óé 

impressed by the depth and breadth of issues presented, particularly by delegates from 

countries still struggling with the concept of women as leaders and integral participants in 

sport. You just have to drop your own expectations, what you think it all should be. The 

reality is they have come a long way in their world. Imagine not having the same kind of 

support as we have (in Canada) yet still trying to get to the same place.ô 

Reflections - Bryna Kopelaw (Founding member ProMOTION)
18

                   

óI found the conference inspiring and humbling. The IAPESGW conference provided a safe 

platform for women to come together and learn from each other.ô 

                                                 

17
 Long, W. (2005) IAPESGW 2005: Learning and Leadership, ProMOTION Plus ï Girls and Women in 

Physical Activity and Sport, Vancouver, Canada. Vol 16: 1, Fall 2005. 

 

18
 Ibid. 
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4.3 Report from the 2009 South African Congress, 16
th

 ï 19
th

 July 2009 

 

Practice and Research in Physical Education and Sport in the spirit of UBUNTU*! 
(*UBUNTU ï deep-rooted African maxim at the core of IAPESGW values about care and 

respect for others. óa person can be a person only through othersô.) 

Over 200 representatives from 22 different countries and organizations participated in the 

congress. The theme, Practice and Research in Physical Education and Sport in the Spirit of 

UBUNTU, was woven into the fabric of the congress. Keynote speakers, Doreen Solomons, 

Beth Kirkpatrick, and Dr Sherylle Calder, bridged practice and research in the areas of 

physical education curriculum, technology, and sport science through their presentations.  

Members of the Local Organizing Committee, headed by Doreen Solomons and assisted by 

Alrine Rodgers, superbly organized the logistics of the congress, held at Stellenbosch 

University, in conjunction with the Department of Sport and Exercise Sciences. The scientific 

and program committee, chaired by Professor Anneliese Goslin from the University of 

Pretoria, South Africa, provided outstanding leadership and organization for a congress 

program that was worthy of the organizationôs 60
th
 anniversary celebration. 

The four themes for the Congress were:  

¶ Sport Science and Technology;  

¶ Diversity;  

¶ Policy Development; 

¶ Leadership and Lifelong Learning.  
There was lively debate and exchange of information, furthering the aims of IAPESGW and 

partner associations to facilitate such international dialogue. Individual and panel 



66 
 

presentations, workshops and practical demonstrations were interspersed with networking 

opportunities and many new collaborative ideas were formed. One panel presentation on the 

IAPESGW / Oman Study Week of 2008 brought together eight of the sixteen original study 

group members from the UK, South Africa, Iran, Syria, Oman, Bahrain and Turkey. They 

shared their experiences and reflections on a memorable week, generously hosted by Sultan 

Qaboos University, Muscat, Oman, that focused on international efforts to improve 

opportunities for Muslim girls and women in physical activity. 

 

Highlights of the congress also included a spectacular opening ceremony, a sensational 

birthday party for IAPESGW, celebrating 60 years of international commitment, and a 

closing awards ceremony that included amazing dances by the Japanese participants and three 

award presentations:  

 

AWARDS 

Honorary Life Membership: for outstanding contribution to IAPESGW - awarded to Doreen 

Solomons, from South Africa;  

Dance Development Award (first presentation): for long-standing contribution to Dance in 

Education ï awarded to Chitraleka Bola, from Kerala, South India, and UK;  

Kluka-Love Award: for the best presentation by a young researcher ï Dr Yousra Al-Sinani, 

from Oman.  

IAPESGW - STELLENBOSCH STATEMENT on PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

For the future benefit of physical education internationally and in South Africa, the 

IAPESGW Stellenbosch Statement was agreed by the IAPESGW Council of 

Representatives and Congress members, then released at the end of proceedings. It called for 

urgent attention to the state and status of physical education in school curricula and its 

importance for the educational, health and well-being benefits for all young people including 

the following:  

The IAPESGW Congress urged governments to secure and promote physical educationôs 

unique place in education by calling for direct action to: 

Å Allocate time for physical education on school curricula, for all children of school age. 

Å Ensure effective systems of initial and post-qualification training and development, for 

teachers of physical education ï both primary generalists and secondary specialists. 

Å Allocate adequate resources for space and equipment, to ensure safe practice and quality 

delivery. 

IAPESGW owes a debt of gratitude to Doreen Solomons and the fantastic organising team, 

including the ópurple turtle volunteersô who ensured we were all enriched and changed in 

positive ways as a result of participating in the Congress at Stellenbosch University.  
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4.4 - 17
th

 World Congress Report, April  10
TH

 ï 13
TH

 2013, Havana, Cuba. 

 
 

 

ADELANTE MUCHACHAS ï MOVING TOGETHER FOR A BETTER WORLD  

The International Association of Physical Education and Sport for Girls and Women 

(IAPESGW) and the National Institute for Sport, Physical Education and Recreation 

(INDER) of the Republic of Cuba, with the patronage of ICSSPE and the support of the 

UNICEF, the Pan American Health Organization and the Cuban Women Federation, held the 

17
th
 quadrennial World Congress in the International Convention Center, Havana, Cuba, 10

th
 

to 13
th
 APRIL, 2013.  

Over 200 delegates and guest from 32 countries across the continents exchanged intense 

workshops, scientific presentations, symposiums, posters and keynote presentations on four 

themes ï Pedagogy, Leadership, Diversity, Education and Development. There were many 

guests, the senior invited delegates included: Alberto Juantorena Danger, Vice President 

INDER, Minister of Sport, three delegates from UNICEF and others from the Cuban 

Womenôs Federation. In addition five Cuban Olympians shared events with us and became 

IAPESGW Ambassadors.   

Delegates from all continents exchanged intense workshops, scientific presentations, 

symposiums, posters and keynote presentations on four themes ï Pedagogy, Leadership, 

Diversity and Education & Development through Sport. 

Our hosts and close partners, INDER, with Cubadeportes, managed a challenging task of 

looking after delegates from around the world, giving them warm care and attention from 

arrival to departure. We deeply appreciated the many things INDER did to make this so 

special, with their Local Organising Committee of over 40 highly skilled Cubans. A number 

of participants who had attended an IAPESGW event reported that the Congress had been a 

life-changing experience for them.     

We were treated to visits to sport schools, primary schools and community park projects. 

There was a memorable opening ceremony and an enjoyable Gala dinner with amazing dance 

displays by the Japanese and LOC Cuban dancers, followed by delegates having fun dancing 

to the beat of a Cuban salsa band.  

The attention to every detail and the shared professionalism of the INDER / IAPESGW 

partnership ensured that the Congress will go down in history as an exceptional experience. 

There were outstanding scientific presentations by keynote speakers - Professor Doune 

MacDonald (Australia), Professor Darlene Kluka (USA), Professor Rosa Lopez de DôAmico 

(Venezuela), Professor Tess Kay (UK), Dr Gladys Bequer (Cuba) and guest lecturers 

including Begona Arellano (UNICEF ï Latin America and Caribbean region), as well as high 

quality scientific presentations, posters and workshops from delegates. The whole event was 
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permeated with a distinctive Cuban flavor thanks to the LOC INDER team and their warm 

hospitality.   

For the Congress the International Convention Centre, Havana, proved to be an excellent 

venue with good sized rooms, space for posters and workshops, delegate gatherings and 

break-out rooms. Facilities for the main languages of Spanish and English were excellent 

with expert translators assisting throughout the Congress.  

Special Congress ventures:  

1. Five Cuban Olympian women joined the Congress whenever they could throughout 

the Congress days, in the closing awards ceremony IAPESGW awarded them with 

Young Ambassador of IAPESGW status. These were Yunidis Castillo (Paralympian 

still competing), Ana Fidelia Quirot, Dalia Henry, Mireya Luís and Maria Caridad 

Colon. 

2. óActive pauseô this joyous movement experience was always a surprise and had 
everyone on their feet celebrating the joy of moving to the beat of salsa music and the 

steps of our óinitiatorsô.  The smiles and synchronised movements of everyone said it 

all, and it also made a great finale. Thank you Cuba.  

3. A óYoung people speakingô panel prior to the closing ceremony saw young people 

from seven countries reflecting on what the conference meant to them and this was a 

highlight for many of us because they are the future. One of the success elements was 

the cross section of ages of people learning from each other.  The panel included: 

Fiona May - Italy, Shellie McParland ï Canada, Shahrzad Mohammadi - Iran, Omur 

Sertkaya - Turkey, Andrés Illesca ï Ecuador, Julio Oramas -. Cuba, Aoi Tanaka ï

Japan. 

4. Donations of sports equipment from visiting delegates to our hosts INDER for 

dissemination to needy schools for the benefit of girls and women. The response was 

amazing and our thanks go to all who managed to fit something in their bags for our 

Cuban friends.   

5. Visits to Schools, Community Centres and a Gymnastics Sport School offered insight 

into the role of physical activity at many levels, across the lifespan. The pre-school 

and young children having physical education lessons in schools contrasted with the 

outing to the park where older men and women were participating in their regular 

exercise classes. In each venue the Cuban participants had chance to speak to 

Congress visitors which offered further insights to lives and the role of physical 

activity ï the youngest of these was 8 and the eldest 96.  

The members General Meeting for country representatives and interested observers was held 

on 11
th
 April and was well attended. The Executive Board 2009 ï 2013 presented reports of 

work and achievements in the last four years. New Board elections took place and the next 

Congress venue was voted upon.  

 

The New Board 2013 ï 2017 is as follows:  

President ï Rosa Lopez de DôAmico (first President from Latin America!),  Vice-Presidents ï 

Anneliese Goslin (South Africa); Janice Crosswhite (Australia); Secretary / Treasurer Karin 
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Lofstrom (Canada); Chair of Committee of Consultants -Tansin Benn (UK); Communications 

Coordinator ï Rosa Diketmuller (Austria); Members ï Canan Koca (Turkey); Marianne 

Meier (Switzerland); Co-opted members ï Beatriz Ferreira (Brazil); Keh Chin (Taiwan); 

Maryam Koushkie Jahromi (Iran); representative from previous Congress ï Gladys Bequer 

(Cuba); representative from next Congress ï Darlene Kluka (USA).   

The venue of next Congress was decided ï Barry University, Miami Shores, Miami, USA, 

11
th
 ï 13

th
 May 2017.  

The opening was held at the Mellar Theatre in Havana, and after the initial speeches the 

Chiyoe Matsumoto Dance Award for Outstanding Contribution to Dance Education was 

awarded to Alicia Alonso, Cuba, prima ballerina, choreographer, instigator of Ballet Nacional 

de Cuba and the National Cuban Ballet School, which has educated and trained hundreds of 

dancers over many years. Due to unforeseen circumstances this wonderful lady was unable to 

attend the presentation in person but the award was collected by her daughter Laura Alonso 

who continues the art form development in Cuba. This was followed by a wonderful 

programme of demonstrations which included Ballet, Wushu, Cheer leaders; Gymnastics, and 

an extraordinary mothers and babies display.  

The Gala dinner in the Bucan restaurant of the International Convention Centre was a joy 

from start to finish. As delegates entered to the welcome applause of the LOC we were met 

with a beautifully decorated and candle-lit room. Dance performances by the wonderful 

Japanese delegates and the LOC salsa óteamô were simply amazing. Following dinner we had 

a live salsa band and the whole room was dancing together é a real highlight for us all.  

AWARDS 

To standing ovations in the full auditorium on the last morning the following outstanding 

women in our field were recognized for their great achievements:  

Chiyoe Matsumoto Dance Award - Alicia Alonso (Cuba)  

*Kluka ï Love Young Researcher Award - Shahrzad Mohammadi (Iran) & Maria Morera 

(Costa Rica)   

Dorothy Ainsworth Award for Research - Gertrud Pfister (Germany / Denmark) 

Lynn Vendien Award for Leadership - Christine Shelton (USA) 

Audrey Bambra Award for Legacy - Nour El Huda Karfoul (Syria) & Margaret Whitehead 

(UK) 

Honorary Life Member - Darlene Kluka (USA) 

* Awarded for their presentations at the Congress 

The opportunity was also taken to announce and present the USAôs Womenôs Sport 

Foundationôs International Award for Research in Womenôs Sport and Physical Activity to 

Tansin Benn.   

In the closing ceremony we were entertained by a wonderful young peopleôs choir and other 

events included: the announcement of the new Executive Board, and the next Congress, the 

important final IAPESGW / INDER Declaration and closing speeches.  

 

http://www.iapesgw.org.uk/images/docs/17Congress/cm%20dance%20develop%20award.doc
http://www.iapesgw.org.uk/images/docs/17Congress/da%20research%20award.doc
http://www.iapesgw.org.uk/images/docs/17Congress/lv%20international%20leadership%20award.doc
http://www.iapesgw.org.uk/images/docs/17Congress/ab%20legacy%20award%202.doc
http://www.iapesgw.org.uk/images/docs/17Congress/ab%20legacy%20award.doc
http://www.iapesgw.org.uk/images/docs/17Congress/hon%20life%20member.doc
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IAPESGW / INDER WORLD CONGRESS DECLARATION 2013  

The following Declaration was convoked by the International Association of Physical 

Education and Sport for Girls and Women (IAPESGW) and the National Institute for Sport, 

Physical Education and Recreation (INDER) of the Republic of Cuba, with the support of the 

UNICEF, the Pan American Health Organization and the Cuban Women Federation, at the 

World Congress held in the International Convention Center, Havana, Cuba during 10
th
  to 

13
th
 April, 2013  

In line with the values of IAPESGW and INDER in Physical Education, Sport and Dance we 

make the following Cuba Declaration: 

1. The reality of physical activity across the lifespan, including in the lives of girls and 

women from birth to the grave, as exists in Cuba, should be central to universal 

education goals. 

2. Governments should work harder to fulfill the millennium goals; these efforts and the 

spirit of the goals should be extended beyond 2015. 

3. Inclusion in high quality physical education is a fundamental right for all young 

people. 

4. The time has come to move beyond theoretical understanding of óDiversityô to 

practice.  

5. Leaders in transformation of the lives of girls and women in sport and education 

should think globally and act locally with sensitivity for cultural, linguistic, religious, 

ethnic, political and socio economic specificity. 

6. The starting point for international work should be the culture and values of each 

otherôs realities. 

7. Learning together with a global mindset is central to all international development 

work. 

8. We need to avoid cultural imperialism in international research design, 

implementation, analysis and dissemination.  

9. We need to recognize the limitations of our own expertise and how much we can 

learn and practice from others. 

10. Adelante Muchachas ï Moving together towards a better world  

We thanked the participation of the international and Local Organizing Committee, the 

Scientific Committee and we invite everybody for the next 18
th
 World Congress of 

IAPESGW.        

Issued in Havana on 13
th
 APRIL, 2013.  

Finally -   

Despite the challenges for some of getting to Cuba there is no doubt that we shared a very 

special experience which could only belong to Havana. We reached a record in the number of 

countries attending. Our greatest thanks must go, from our hearts, to the people of Cuba, to 

the special guests who were with us each day, especially Alberto Juantoreno Danger, Vice 

President of INDER and double Olympian for Cuba, who opened and closed the event; to the 

Sports Minister who attended the opening, and to Gladys Bequer and the LOC team who 
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made this event so special for us. Many thanks to our generous hosts and to everyone who 

contributed to making this an extraordinary event in which international friendships were 

made and will never be forgotten.  

IAPESGW is stronger than ever because it has a great membership from many countries and 

all age groups, with much energy for new strategies and events in the next four years. These 

will continue to broaden what the Association offers and lead us to the 18
th
 World Congress 

in Miami.  

The weather in Cuba was beautiful and, although the programme was intensive, people made 

the most of their free time. Some came to Cuba early or stayed on after the Congress to 

explore the beautiful island. The architecture, scenery, history and intoxicating salsa music 

and dance were aspects that will stay with us forever.   

Thank you for the patronage of ICCSPE, UNICEF and other sponsors, to the Cuban people 

and IAPESGW Board members who made this success possible and to all the delegates who 

made it to Havana.  

*Countries attending: Austria, Australia, Bahrain, Barbados, Bosnia ï Herzegovina, Brazil, 

Canada, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, France, Germany, Guatemala, Iran, 

Israel, Italy, Mexico, N. Ireland, Oman, Portugal, Spain, Syria, Sweden, Switzerland, South 

Africa, Taiwan, The Netherlands; Turkey; USA, UK, Venezuela. 

 

 

4.5 - 18
th

 IAPESGW Congress, Barry University, Miami, Florida, May 17
th

 ï 21
st
 2017. 

 
The 18

th
 IAPESGW Congress, under the theme Women and Girls in Sport, Research to 

Action organized in Miami, USA, May 18
th
 to 20th, 2017 at Barry University was an 

excellent occasion to once more promote academic debates about scientific, cultural, 

economic, historical, and political foundations and challenges of women / gender and sport in 

national and internationally context. Over 150 delegates and guests from 33 countries across 

the world exchanged ideas on how to transform research to action through keynote and 

scientific presentations, symposia, seminars, posters, and workshops. We also had the chance 

to have enriching cultural exchanges with the participants. The Japanese delegation, as is now 

a much valued part of every Congress, treated us all to outstanding dance presentations and 

this time with the óseniorsô performance group and its clear message to keep active 

throughout the life span.  
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The quality of any conference is dependent on its scientific committee and IAPESGW is 

indebted to Professor (Dr) Anneliese Goslin, president of the committee, who did 

extraordinary work with her team: Scientific Committee: Professor Dr Anneliese Goslin 

(Co-Chair), South Africa: Dr Darlene A. Kluka (Co-Chair), USA; Dr Tansin Benn, United 

Kingdom; Janice Crosswhite, Australia; Professor Dr Rosa Lopez de DôAmico, Venezuela; 

Dr Connie Mier, USA; Dr Lauren Tashmann, USA; Dr Canan Koca, Turkey; Professor Dr 

Maryam Koushkie, Iran; Professor  Dr Beatriz Rocha Ferreira, Brazil; Dr Keh Chen,Taiwan; 

Dr Marianne Meier, Germany; Dr Arisa Yagi, Japan. 

The Local Organising Committee is also key to the quality of an event and in Florida we 

were fortunate to have the co-chairs Dr Kathryn Ludwig and Dr Bridget Lyons (co-chairs) 

and a team of volunteers, Kim Beers, Joey Capote, Kimberly Cox, Amy Deutsch, Kelley 

Eddington, Karen Kaany, Suzanne Pallot.  

In addition there was full support from the authorities of the university. The catalyst for the 

event that facilitated IAPESGWôs presence in Florida at every step was Professor (Dr) 

Darlene Kluka. Again, IAPESGW was fortunate in the generosity of its members, leaders and 

their Universities.  

Themes: 

1.    Pedagogy of Physical Education, Sport, and Dance;  

2.    Lif elong Physical Activity for All;  

3.    Global to Local Initiatives and Assessment; 

4.    Sport Sciences. 

Keynote speakers 

1. Professor Dr Ana Miragaya Universida de Estácio de Sá Petrópolis, Brazil. 

Physical activity for all starting in childhood through inclusive programs of physical 

education and sporting activities ïthe values-based case é  

2. Professor Dr Clare Hanlon, Institute of Sport, Exercise and Active Living, Victoria 

University, Melbourne, Australia.  

The ótop downô approach to increase the number of females in sport: is this the best 

approach?  

3. Professor Dr Jayne Greenberg, Miami Dade County Schools, Fl. USA North America 

Chair, International Sport and Culture association. 

Empowering girls through quality physical education and technology innovation. 

 

Awards 

 

Honorary Life Member:  Tansin Benn (England) and Gertrud Pfister (Germany) 

Dorothy Ainsworth Research Award:  Anneliese Goslin (South Africa) 

Lynn Vendien International Leadership:  Carole Oglesby (USA) 

Audrey Bambra Legacy Award: Makoto Takahashi (Japan)  

Chiyoe Matsumoto Dance Development Award: Elba Maria Kerr (Venezuela) 

 

A New Award for contribution to IAPESGW  -  The Margaret Talbot Award: Maryam 

Jahromi Koushkie (Iran); Canan Koca (Turkey); Rohab Shahrian (Iran); Susi-Kathi Jost 

(Switzerland); Eliana Ferreira (Brazil); Gladys Bequer Díaz (Cuba) and Doreen Solomons 

(South Africa). 
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Closing Statement 

The following Closing Statement was formulated by the óInternational Association of 

Physical Education and Sport for Girls and Womenô(IAPESGW) and Barry University 

Miami on 21
st
 May, 2017. 

Congruent with the values of IAPESGW and Barry University, the 18
th
 IAPESGW World 

Congress in Miami óClosing Statementô unites delegates and hosts committed to achieving 

the following aims: 

1. Governments, corporate sector, sport federations, non-governmental organizations as well 

as civil society sustain individual and collective responsibility to enable and fulfill the United 

Nationsô Sustainable Development Goals 2030 with special emphasis on:  

SDG 3: Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages.  

SDG 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning 

opportunities for all.  

SDG 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls. 

2. Leaders and advocates in the lives of girls and women in sport and education think 

globally and act locally with sensitivity for cultural, linguistic, religious, ethnic, political, and 

socio-economic specificity. 

3. Interdisciplinary researchers provide evidence to support policy, projects, programs, and 

initiatives continuously commissioned by national and international key stakeholders. 

In depth evaluation 

After the closing event Professor Darlene Kluka wrote a valuable evaluation to help 

organisers of future IAPESGW events with the lessons learned from the organisation of this 

event. These lessons will be carried forward to Tokyo 2021. The report was divided into 

several categories for ease of reference. They include: administration, transport, venues, 

volunteers, opening ceremony, closing ceremony/celebration dinner, food, exhibitors, 

program, book of abstracts, social program/excursions, marketing/promotion, technology, 

research poster/video presentations, event management company, congress/session 

evaluations, signage, communication strategy, and congress legacy. The report is completed 

by a section entitled, ñLessons Learnedò that may prove helpful to the Local Organizing 

Committee (LOC) and IAPESGW leadership in future endeavours. It is the most 

comprehensive and valuable organisational legacy IAPESGW has undertaken.  One key point 

that emerged was the importance of choosing a óneutralô venue for international events, and it 

seems that many countries are becoming more closed on entry regulations, rather than more 

open. A main challenge for hosting international events is attaining entry visas. Unfortunately 

new political regulations created in the USA just before the 2017 event meant that entry to 

the USA was restricted for many people who wanted to come, some of whom had abstracts 

accepted. For example, 16 Iranian academics wanted to attend and despite their efforts 

including flying from Tehran to Dubai to try for a visa in the UAE, all strategies proved 

impossible. IAPESGW can only express our disappointment for those excluded and strive to 
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ensure a better future for us all and changes in political barriers which prevent international 

relations through events such as ours.   

Highlights 

Highlights in addition to the scientific programme were the opening and closing ceremonies. 

The Opening Ceremony was designed to welcome the participants and honoured guests, as 

well as provide international cultural movement presentations. The closing reception prior to 

the Closing Ceremony/Celebration Dinner was exceptional. The ambience of the river walk 

outside of the Hyatt Regency Hotel was stunningly beautiful and showed the elegance of 

Miami at its best. Hors dô oeuvres and spirits were superb. Many compliments were provided 

to the LOC and others who had worked so hard to bring this to fruition. The Closing 

Ceremony, in combination with the Celebration Dinner, was enjoyed by all present from 

IAPESGW, the Executive Board, delegates and guests.  

 

IAPESGW REGIONAL CONFERENCES  

4.6   Regional Conference in Turkey 2014  

International Gender Issues and Sport, 4th ï 5th September 2014, Ankara, Turkey. 

By Professor Canan Koca, Staff member - Hacettepe 

University and IAPESGW Executive Board member. 

The IAPESGW Regional Symposium: International 

Gender Issues and Sport was held at Hacettepe 

University, Beytepe Campus in Ankara, Turkey 

between 4-5, September 2014, in collaboration with 

Hacettepe University Faculty of Sport Sciences, 

Hacettepe University Womenôs Research and 

Implementation Center (HUWRIC), Turkish Association of Sport and Physical Activity for 

Women (KASFAD) and The International Association of Physical Education and Sport for 

Girls and Women (IAPESGW). 

The IAPESGW Regional Symposium aimed to advance the international dialogue around 

women and sport; to improve the dialogue around women and sport internationally with a 

special focus on the Middle East and Europe and to reinforce the collaboration between 

researchers and practitioners working on women and sport in the world. The IAPESGW 

Regional Symposium which came to fruition with the participation of around 200 participants 

from 16 countries is the first international symposium held in Turkey on gender issues in 

physical activity, exercise and sport. 160 proposals were submitted for the IAPESGW 

Regional Symposium and 141 proposals were accepted after the reviewing process. 59 of the 

accepted proposals were oral presentation and of 82 were poster presentations. Four different 

invited sessions were held by the 15 invited speakers during the symposium.  
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IAPESGW Regional Symposiumôs themes:  

Å    gender policies and sport participation  

Å    religion, ethnicity, diversity and sport 

Å    leadership and sport  

Å    gender equity in physical education 

Å    health and physical activity  

Å    safety and inclusion for girls and women in sport 

The IAPESGW Symposium welcomed academics, undergraduate and graduate student from 

16 countries: Albania, Australia, Austria, Brazil, Canada, Egypt, Greece, Indonesia, Iran, 

Iraq, Palestine, Spain, Turkey, U.K., U.S.A, and Venezuela. Participants from Afghanistan, 

Morocco, Oman and Pakistan, were registered but could not attend. The symposium was 

enriched by the diversity of participants from various institutions and fields. In this sense, it 

was crucial for the symposium to bring the academics and students together to reinforce the 

importance of knowledge sharing from diverse fields such as sport science, education, 

communication, anthropology, archaeology and medicine from around Turkey. The 

symposium participants shared their research studies and focused on the barriers excluding 

women and girls from participating in physical activity, including topics such as 

homosexuality and sexual harassment, as well as sport policies to further scientific research 

and specific goals. Canan Koca and her team provided an excellent academic programme and 

also cultural experiences.  

Turkey Conference Closing Statement 2014 

1. To reaffirm the right of all girls and women to health and wellbeing through participation 

in Physical Education, Sport, Physical Activity and Dance.  

2. To encourage further scientific research at the forefront of our fields.  

3. To continue striving to óAccept and Respect the voices and choices of girls and womenô in 

our fields.  

4. To celebrate the first regional IAPESGW symposium valuing our international community 

of women and men working together to advance gender 

and sport studies. 

 

4.7 Regional Event in Iran 2015 

The 2nd IAPESGW Regional Symposium was attended 

by 300 delegates from 15 countries ïAustria, Belgium, 

Brazil, Germany, Iran, Iraq, Macau-China, Malaysia, 

Qatar, Slovakia, Spain, Taiwan, Turkey, United 

Kingdom and Venezuela; organized by the Sport and 

Youth Ministry of Islamic Republic of IRAN, from 14 

to 15 December 2015 in Tehran. 
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Special experts and professors from different countries and organizations were present at this 

event, including: 

¶Professor Rosa Lopez de DôAmico (Venezuela): President of IAPESGW (ICSP) 

¶Professor Branislav Antala (Slovakia): FIEP Europe President and FIEP World International 

Vice-President, (Chair of ICSP) 

¶Professor Detlef Dumon (Germany): Executive Director of ICSSPE  

¶Professor Marc Cloes (Belgium): President of AIESEP (ICSP)  

¶Professor Walter King Yan Ho (Macau): ICSSPE Vice-President of Education, President 

ISCPES, (ICSP)  

 ¶Professor Tansin Benn (United Kingdom): IAPESGW Executive, past president 

¶Mr Martin Holzweg (Germany): ICSP Co-Chair, Vice-President of DSLV and executive 

office member of ICSSPE  

¶Professor Rosa Diketmuller (Austria): IAPESGW Executive  

¶Professor Maria Beatriz Rocha Ferreira (Brazil): IAPESGW Executive  

¶Professor Keh Nyit Chin (Taiwan): IAPESGW Executive  

¶Professor Maria Dolores Gonzalez Rivera (Spain): Researcher of Alcala University 

¶Mrs Siham Alawami (Qatar): Director of Sport Special Projects in óSave the Dreamô and 

member of ICSS. 

 

Other events happened in Iran because of the IAPESGW symposium. On 13
th
 of December, 

prior to the symposium, official meetings for these experts from ICSSPE and ICSP, were 

organized in the Ministry of Sport and Youth with His Excellency Dr Mahmoud Goodarzi, 

esteemed Minister.  

Chairpersons of different deputies of the ministry were also invited to have the opportunity to 

discuss the role of IAPESGW in supporting the challenges of discrimination against Muslim 

womenôs presence in international sport arenas.  

In addition to the symposium, other exclusive programs were organized for these specialists 

including: their meeting with Dr Ensiyeh Khazali ï esteemed President of Alzahra University 

(a Women-Only University) and the opportunity to visit different faculties; visiting Enghelab 

Sport Complex with its emphasis on the fitness road, fitness gyms, bowling and billiard halls 

and the National Olympic Academy; a meeting with Dr Reza Rajabi - esteemed President of 

the Physical Education and Sport Sciences Faculty for the University of Tehran and visiting 

their facilities; a tour of the Azadi Sport complex and excellent training facilities, meetings 

with the Iranian National Womenôs Teams in Canoeing, Wushu, Shooting and Motor Sport 

Racing women; visiting historical museums and having a Gala dinner at the Milad Tower 

with the hospitality of Tehran Municipalityôs Sport Organization.  

The Symposium, 14thï15
th
 December, was generously hosted by the Alzahra University with 

30 scientific articles from Iranian and International keynote speakers and 80 poster 

presentations during two consequent days. Six professional workshops were also organized 

and the concluding ceremony ended with the following closing statement:  

The International Association of Physical Education and Sport for Girls and Women 

(IAPESGW) supports all efforts to reject discrimination of Muslim Womenôs right to 

participate in physical activity and sport at every level, including all major 

international sport events. In recent years the Association has been active in this topic 
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internationally. A major event was the International Seminar held in Oman in 2008 

with delegates from 14 countries ï Bahrain, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Denmark, 

Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Malaysia, Morocco, Oman, South Africa, Syria, Turkey, the United 

Arab Emirates and the United Kingdom. One outcome was the óAccept and Respect-

Declarationô and three statements from that are reiterated here: 

1. Islam is an enabling religion that endorses womenôs participation in physical 

activity.  

2. We recommend that people working in the sport and education systems accept and 

respect the diverse ways in which Muslim women and girls practise their religion and 

participate in sport and physical activity, for example, choices of activity, dress and 

gender grouping.  

3. We urge international sport federations to show their commitment to inclusion by 

ensuring that their dress codes for competition embrace Islamic requirements, taking 

into account the principles of propriety, safety and integrity. In the recent past, the 

International Association has also written to Sport Governing Bodies in support of all 

Muslim womenôs rights to honour the preference for Islamic dress; for example to 

FIFA, the Weight-Lifting and Badminton International Federations.  

Regarding this event in Tehran, it was clear that the opportunity of having a separate 

Department for Womenôs Sport in the Ministry or any Sport Organization can be an 

important step for empowering women in Islamic countries. Finally we express our 

appreciation to the Islamic Republic of IRAN for supporting the participation of 

Iranian women in physical activity, physical education and sports.  

 

IAPESGW is indebted to the involvement and efforts of Professor Maryam Koushki Jahromi, 

Shiraz University, who is the second Iranian woman to sit on the Executive Board. Maryam 

proposed the possibility of bringing this event and multiple international associations 

alongside for additional meetings and participation. The visits and conversations with women 

at all levels of sport participation and in diverse activities changed perceptions for those who 

had never been in Iran before. One comment from a senior male international participant 

indicated how previously held ideas about life inside Iran were challenged by his visit: óYou 

have to see and hear all the opportunities for girls and women here to believe it, being here 

changes perceptionsô. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



78 
 

 

4.8   Regional Event in Cuba ï 2018   

CUBAMOTRICIDAD   October  22
ND

 ï26
TH

  IAPESGW Regional Symposium, Havana, 

Cuba. 

 

 

 

 

Under the umbrella of the well-known event Cubamotricidad, that is celebrated biannually in 

Cuba, the Regional Latin American Symposium of IAPESGW took place. It was a very 

interesting gathering that allowed us to know more experiences from Latin America, 

particularly from Cuba, Brazil, Spain and El Salvador, but moreover to spread the work of 

IAPESGW and to invite the participants to be part of the association. In the symposium there 

were representatives from: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Cuba, Chile, El Salvador, Ecuador, 

Honduras, Guatemala, Mexico, Peru, Spain, Austria and Italy. 

 

During the days of Cubamotricidad we had the chance to meet with other interesting 

personalities such as the Minister of Sport from Panama, INDER (Cuba) president, the 

president of the Cuban Olympic Committee, the president of the various representatives of 

governments, UNESCO represented by Angela Melo (who had an important meeting with the 

IAPESGW Board), coordinators of various sport and/or Physical Activity NGOs, the Pan 

American Health Organization, participants and academics from diverse places of the world, 

as well as TAFISA and ICSSPE representatives. 

 

We expressed our gratitude to Gladys Bequer our local host, together with Tania García, who 

were always very supportive of the activities we were developing. We also appreciated the 

support of Tania Hernández who took notes at the academic program of the symposium. Our 

appreciation also went to Dr Antonio Becali ï president of INDER President ïwho hosted 

this great congress, and all his team and the support of all the local Cuban academics who 

were overseeing the various parallel sessions that took place.  

 

 

 

 

 




